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Tax free

End sought to park’s status |

By SUSAN L. SILK

OAKLAND COUNTY — Oak-
land county commissioners,
through two resolutions, are bein,
asked to seek legislation which wil
end the ‘county taxpayers’ “sub-
sidizing the City of Dearborn.”

Commissioners Patrick M. No-
wak, (R-25) and James Dunleavy
(Rei) charged during Thursday’s
(July 18) board meeting that state
approval of the existence of Camp
Dearborn — 626 acres of improved

ark land in southwestern Milford
'ownship — as a tax-free public
ark should be halted by state
egislation.

Camp Dearborn, founded in
1947, wag operated as a private
park until about four }v‘ears ago.
Then, by agreement with the state
tax commission, the property was
considered a public facility and
removed from the Oakland County
property tax rolls. The camp, open

rimarily in summer months, is
ree to Dearborn residents; all oth-
ers pay a $5 per car parking fee.

- THE 15 MILLS of property tax
annually levied against every par-
cel in the county is divided be-
tweén the county and township
governments and the school dis-
tricts.

Estimates of Camp Dekrborn’s
cash value range from $1.5 million
(according to Milford Township) to
35 million (according to the county
equalization director.).

Nowak estimates, based on the
county’s $5 million “guesstimate”
that the countrv], township and
Huron Valley Schools are being de-
nied their shares of $150,000 in
taxes — $60,000 to the schools —

by Camp Dearborn’s “public” sta-
tus. }

“The taxpayers of the whole of
Oakland County have been un-
justly subsidizing the City of Dear-

orn and its taxpayers as a result
of the removal of the property . ..
from the tax rolls of Oakland
County,” according to the resolu-

Week set

The Children's Leukemia Founda-
tion and the Michigan  Community
Blood Center will combine forces in a
three-day blood drive from Aug. 4-10
on the Kern Block in downtown De-
troit. |

August 4-10 has been designated as
Michigan Leukemia Week.

To add a light note tq the serious
business of donating blood, there will
be celebrities, entertainment. and
give-aways for children:and adults.

Free literature will be available and
displays will show where United Foun-
dation dollars go when they reach the
Children's Leukemia Foundation.

Blood. drive

Oakland County hospitals will
share in the record-setting collec-
tion of blood by the American Red
Cross during 1973-1974‘.

More than 143,000 pints of blood
were donated through 'the totally
volunteer donation program, ac-
cording to the Red Cross southeast
Michigan chapter officials.

“The record collection marks a
13.1 percent increase from the
1972-1973 total of 126,577 pints of

1 lood,” i

ONCE INSIDE the green roll-
ing expanse, dotted by six lakes,

The legal question of Cangf:-
Dearborn’s status as 2 public facil-

campsites, fountains and tenK—ity is currently before the State

areas, equipment and facility
rental fees are also on two scales
— one for Dearborn residents and
another for non-residents,

Reservations for one of the ela--

borate tents in the “tent village”
must be made in.person at the
Dearborn City Hall. Spots in the
trailer park area cost $10 for Dear-
born residents and $15 or $20 for
nonresidents, according to one
park guard.

Because the park is “operated
grimarily for the benefit of Dear-

orn residents” and nonresidents
are “otherwise discriminated
against” in the use of the park,
Camp Dearborn is "not truly a
public park,” the commissioners
charged. .

Nowak and Dunleavy are calling
for State House and Senate-ini-
tiated legislation which would
prohibit the removal from the tax
rolls of one unit of government
property owned and operated by a
different unit of government,

In their second complaint
against Dearborn, the commis-
stoners charged that Dearborn, in
violation of the state constitution,
is assessing property at 68 percent
of true cash value for industrial
sites and approximately 34 percent
for residential sites.

The constitution prohibits as-
sessments at more than 50 percent
of true cash value and calls for uni-
formity of assessments across all
classes.

“THESE ASSESSING prac-

tices result in the ability of the
City of Dearborn to take unfair
and illegal advantage of the tax-
payers of Oakland County through
the purchase of przg;erty‘in Oak-
land County,” according to a reso-
lution,
Legislation that would equalize
property assessments by class is
urged in the commissioners' reso-
lution. ,

for drive

During Michigan Leukemia Week,
the foundation will use every opportu-
nity available to bring the important
message that every possible need of a
serious blood disease patient and his
family can be met right here in Mich-
igan. :

Free counselling, blood, medication
and sickroom supglies are some of
the services offered in return for pub-
lic support of United Foundation and
the United Way of Michigan.

For further information. call 534
5943—the Children’s Leukemia Founda-
tion.

sets record

approved 17-year-old donors with
contributing to the community ef-

fort along with business g'mups.\,/\/

the auto industry churches and
individuals.

According to a November 1973
ruling a 17-year-old may donate
blood with written parental per-
mission and if a physleian is pre-
sent.

The Southeastern Michigan Re-
gional Elo‘od Center collected ap-

to Mrs.

0 units of blood

Agnes Morris, director of donor re-
sources and development.

Mrs. Morris credited recently
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Tax Commission in a case brought
by township citizens through
members of the Huron Valley
Schools, said Gene Schnelz, town-
sh%) attorney.

or the past two-and-a-half
years, Milford Township has been
receivin%s%,OUO — inlieu of taxes
— from Dearborn to offset any ex-
penses they may have from the

camp. :

In an Oakland Circuit Court
suit, Dearborn, Milford ‘and the
schools are arguing the legality of
that “payment in lieu of taxes”
agreement which excludes the
schools. .

ALTHOUGH MILFORD is
prepared to share its payment
from Dearborn with the schools,
the lawsuit has complicated that
transaction, Schnelz sai

Milford 1s “vitally concerned”
with the wellbeing of its schools;
however, Schnelz concedes the
township arrangement with Dear-
born is “far in excess” of the
camp’s costs and approximately
$23,500 more than the township
figures it would collect if the camp
.were returned to the county rolls.

Dearborn officials argue that
the Milford payment plan is no dif-
erent than similar arrangements
between that city and the Univer-
sity of Michigan Dearborn campus
and Greenfield Village — neither
of which pay property taxes to
Wayne County but make *'pay-
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ments in lieu of taxés” to Dear-
born.: i

Camp Dearborn’ maintains jts

... a store full
of super values . . .
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own services within the gates in-’

cluding police, fire and sanitation

forces, said Doyne Jackson, Dear- |
born research and information di- |

rector,

Under the ayment-tS-Milford'

plan, the schools “are getting noth-
ng but they are spending nothing.
There aren't children in the camp
during the school year.

“The county. is getting nothing
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because it is

i nothing,”
Jackson said.

Nowak called Jackson’s attitude

g

“ridiculous.

“BECAUSE I DON'T chooge
to send my children to public
schools, does that mean:I don't
have to pay taxes to the public
schools?” Nowak said. i

Desgpite revenues between
$800,000 and $900,000 last year,
the camp still cost Dearborn about
$300,000 to operate, Jackson said.

Dearborn residens through their

taxes have financed the land pur- °

chase and upkeep expenses so they.
are not getting a “free ride,” Jack-
son said. i

“The park is pnblic because any-
one can use it,” Jackson explained.

Tax assessments are improving
in Dearborn, Jackson saidito the
commissioners’ charges. In the
past Ford Motor Co. has béen as-
sessed at between 85 and 90 per-
cent of the true cash value,

“Fifty percent is a goal, not a
reality,” Jackson said.
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