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Dog owners protest end of perpetual care

( By DIANE HUBEL and
CARL STODDARD
Every dog has his day—but per-
petual care seems to be another
matter.
At a pet cemetery at Ten Mile
and Grand River Avenues in Farm-
ington, the owner has sent out let-

! ters telling people that perpetual

care for departed pets will cost $1

. ayear.

Furthermore, the owner would
like to see the animal remains
transfered to another cemetery.

A group of people, who have pets
buried at the cemetery, are upset
over the whole thing and have
sought to have legal action brought
against the owners. So far,

‘they've been unsuccessful.

MRS. HERBERT BENSON,
of Royal Oak, said she and several
other persons received letters tell-
ing them they had a delinquent ac-
count with the cemetery and giv-
ing them 15 days. to settle the
account.

Mrs. Benson said there was no
signature on the letter, the only
Eddress was a post office box num-

er,

The cemetery is owned by Dr.
Douglas Collins DVM, a veterinar-
ian who recently sought the Re-
publican nomination for state
representative in the 64th District.

Dr. Collins refered all questions
about the cemetery to his wife.

Mrs. Collins explained that her
husband has nothing to do with
the cemetery. She said she is in
charge of it.

IN A LETTER to the plot own-
ers, she said it was explained that
the cemetery did not offer perpet-
ual care and that a fee would have
to be charged for maintenance.

“There was no perpetual care
fund at all,” Mrs. Collins said. “I
think that somewhere in the back-
ground there was a misunder-
standing or something.

“Human cemeteries are tax
free—but in’a pet cemetery you
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pay for a burial. Period.” ’4‘

But Mrs. Benson doesw think
that’s right.

She said she still has a deed
signed by Dr.” Houghton, who
owned the cemetery when her dog
was buried. According to Mrs.
Benson, the deed states that she
paid in "tull for the perpetual care
or her dog’s plot. *

Mrs. Benson and several other
persons have filed complaints with
the Consumer Protection Division

of the Prosecuting Attorney’s of-.

ice.

Mrs. Sherie Parelli, an mvestlga-
tor with the prosecuting attorney's
office, said the Consumer Protec-
tion Division has looked into the
matter, but found no indication
that a-crime had been committed.

“Our attorney who reviewed the
case said it appears to be more of
a civil matter than a criminal ac-

tion,” she saif

‘Asacivil matter itis not in our
jurisdiction. We have only limited
facts. Before we begin any formal
action we have to prove that there
has been a deliberate attempt to
defraud these people.”

MRS. PARELLI said the ma-
jority of people who have filed the
complaints ugainst the Collins had,
entered into contracts with the
previous owner.

“Many of them are people who
have had their pets buried there
for years,” she said. “Apparently,
Dr. Collins bought the land from
the former owner.”

Mrs. Benson said she called-the
Farmington Hills police angd the
postmaster in Detroit.

Both agencws have investigated
the situation, but neither has
;.aken any action against the Col-

ins,

Mrs. Collins said she and hét
husband went to an attorney and
have been acting on his advice.

She said they made arrange-
ments with a pet-cemetery in Tay-
lor for people to transfer their pet
remains. If the person has paid the
maintenance fees up to the pre-
sent, she said, they .may also get
back all the money they paid out.

Mrs. Benson said she told the
Collins that she wanted her dog re-
mains moved, that she wanted the
marker and that sh didn’t want to
pay for the-cost bf maving the
animal.

“His wife signed a paper saying
,{he remains, if any, would be
moved,” Mrs. Benson said. “Now
they tell me there is a water table
two feet under.

“I think they’re going to use that
as an excyse. | thmk they are going
to say there aren’t any remains
and just go ahead and cover up the
land.”

SHE SAID THAT she was
present when they buried her dog
and she didn’t see any water, even
at the four feet deep plot where
here dog was laid to rest.

Mrs. Collins said she has no
knowledge of what transpired be-

FBI thwarts

extortion bid

Between 25-40 FBI agents
swooped down on Rochester before
dawn Sunday, set up a command
post in a store parking lot,
swarmed through the police sta-
tion, made contact with an alleged
extortionist and arrested a Utica
man near the phone booth on
Squirrel Road south ‘of Oakland
University, .

“I have no knowledge of it,” said
Rochester police chief Robert
Werth. Werth said his department
does not have enough information
to file a report.

The FBI charged 27-year-old
Budimin Damnjanovic of 45823
Bass St., Utica, with attempting to
extort $2 million from the Exxon
Chemical Co. of Des Plzines, IIl.

Dwight Wells, assistant special
agent in charge of the Cleveland
FBI office, said that the FBI had
primary jurisdiction in the case.
Due to the speed with which the
case was concluded, agents did not
have time to bring in local authori-
ties.

The command post was set up at
the Goodyear store, 226 Main St.,
Rochester. Agents received final
instructions for the payoff in a
nearby telephone beoth at 5:15
a.m. Store manager James Jones
did not know anything had hap-
pened.

Wells said the extortion attempt
began in March when a letter ar-
rived at Exxon headguarters de-
manding the money.

The letter was signed Federa-
tion of Angry Small Business
Owners (FASBO). The writer
threatened to blow up cars, trucks
and planes, and assassinate sev-
eral important people, including

Supreme Court justices, if de-

mands were not met. The letter
claimed FASBO members were
facing bankruptcy because of high
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prices charged by oil companies.

An agent posing as an Exxon
representative arrested Damnja-
novic without a struggle. He was
arraigned in Cleveland before U.S.
Magistrate John A. Peitrykowski
Monday, and ordered held in lieu
of $250,000 bond. No other arrests
were made in the case.

A native of, Yugoslavia, Damnja-
novic immigrated to the US.in
1957 and became a citizen in 1963.
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foré’she and her husband acquired
the property.

“It's a situation that has two
sides,” she said.

Mrs. Collins said persons with
questions about the cemetery
could contact her by writing to Box
561 in Farmmgtnn Hills. -

The cemetery is located near

for further information call
642-3838 or 626-0922

Weaving, Tapestry, Design,

Ten Mile and Grand River Avenue.

Announcement -

NOLTA-QUAIL-SAUER
& ASSOCIATES

offering complete Bus&s and Personal-Insurance,
are pleased to announce-
that in order to bring you even better service—

A
We have moved fo our
' new larger offices in the

Oakland Hills Office Building
6735 Telegraph Rd. Suite 270
Birmingham, Mich.

We wish to express our deep appreciation for the wonderful
support that we have enjoyed from the public which has made

this move and expansion possible . . . Thank You!

Tel. 644-5800 '
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