Apes swing into O&E newsroom

, PICKING UP SOME reporting skills are William Blake as
Cornelius (left) ‘and Paula Crist as Zira, two characters from the
television series, “Planet of the Apes,” when they visited the
Observer & Eccentric’s Livonia office. (Staff photo by Bob Wood-
ring).

By MARILYN FITCHETT

There's no business like show bus-
inss unless maybe it's ‘monkey busi-
ness. '

So to celebrate Livonia Mall's 10th
anniversary. shopping center officials
decided to capitalize by hosting two
cast members from the TV series.

“Planet of the Apes.”

Apes Cornelius and Zira spent three
days last week cavorting intheir cos-
tumes, signing autographs for shop-
pers and posing for pictures in their
dual roles of promoting both the shop-
ping center and the television series

Cornelius is portrayed by William
Blake. a New Jersey native who
doubles as an actor‘and a make-up

“artist. He recently finished filming a

television episode entitled, *The Inter-
rogation.”

Paula Crist of Sacramento, Calif..
plays the part of Zira and is also-a
trained stunt woman. She appeared in
the last Apes movie, “Battle of the
Planet of the Apes” and will begin
shooting a television episode when she
returns to Hollywood this week.

In a break from their activities at
Livonia Mall the apes dropped into
the Livonia office of the Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers to talk about
their Drm sion.

4, and Miss Crist, 27, had
acting pam portraying animals which
led to their hiring as apes.

Highlight of their appearances is
the elaborate make-up which they
apply themselves.

It takes us 3'z hours to put the
make-up on and about an hour to get
it oft,”” Blake explained.

~It's made of rubber and specia! ad-
hesives and weighs less than an
ounce. It's totaily functional. It's

porous and you can even perspire
through it. It's practially like a fa-
cial.”

Miss Crist explained that in hiring
actors to portray ape parts, directors
look-for actors who can express them-
selves through the makeup

“Facial expression is very impor-
tant. You have to appeal to the public.
It can't look as though you are wear-
ing a mask,” she said.

Bécause make-up application is a
tedious and time-consuming chore, it
is responsible for sloiving down the
filming of the series.

“It can take anywhere from one to
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at Livonia Mall as “fantastic.”
“We've been together doing this for
about a year but this is the first jarge
we've visited." she said.

While in the area, Blake and Miss
Crist stayed at the home of Redford
resident Patches Phelps whom they
et at a science fiction convention in
Detroit.
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Mercy
presents
drama

“Death of A Salesman™ will be pre-
sented by the Mercy College of De-
troit speech and drama department
Friday through Sunday. Nov. 13. at 8
pm. in McAuley Auditorium on me

Mercy campus.

The play is the story of a time-beat-
en drumrner who. as his son says at
hxs IunErdl “never knew who he

With both actors returning to Holly-
wood after their Livonia stop. they're
hoping that monkeying around wit!
lead to bigger and better parts on the

TxckeLs are §2.50 and $1.50 for stu-
television series. lents.

two weeks just to fitm one episode.’”
Miss Crist explained. “Make-up.is the
- big hold-up and the actors are care-

fully scheduled to try to cut down on |

the lost time.”

Not ongas the make-up caused pro-
duction slow-downs but it has posed
problems for Miss Crist.

“I've lost 45 pounds since ['ve been
doing this.™ she said. “About the only
thing I can eat is finely chopped
meat. I used to have to eat with a mir-
ror in front of me.”

Since the mouth of the ape charac-
ter protrudes about three inches
beyond the actor's real mouth, the
actor has to be careful not to open his
mouth too widely to keep the make-up
from cracking.

While both Blake and Miss Crist are
under contract to 20th Century Fox,
they were not allowed to bring the ac-
tual ‘costumes with them for their Li-
vonia Mall appearance and instead
made their own which were exact du-
plicates.

Their footwear is created by adding
foam rubber toes bulll around a
tennis shoe.

-Miss Crist described crowd reaction
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CASEY CLARK Band

COCKTAILS @ BANQUET FACILITIES
BUSINESS MEETINGS

Now Open for BUSINESSMEN’S LUNCHEONS

27910 W. T Mile Rd. Betsreen Inkster & Middiebelt Open 11 AM. Closed Tu.

SIZZLING
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Offer Good Only At
These Locations

T MILE a1t FARMINGTON RD.

in K-Mart Shopping Center

8 MILE at BEECH DALY
in K-Mart Shopping Center
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UVAREGO'S

OF LIVONIA

Brings Back the
“GOOD OLD DAYS’

..Come back with us to the nostalgic good old days
every Monday

® Sing along with and stomp your feet with our ragtime piano and banjo
musicians

® It's 23 Skidoo™ beticeen 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. wchen we serve
cocktails at GOOD OLD DAYS PRICES

® AND HERE'S THE BEST PART — Look at this menu (which we
Sfound in our attic and decided to use.

Dressing and a i Hot, Fresbly-baked Bread and Butter, Baked Potalo with

v \3
( DINNERS INGLUDE; & Crp Green Sslad served with your choice of
. Sour Cream, Coffee

N ENTREES
STEAKBITS ...........

Tezder & Tasty vie Served wih A Tangy

NEW YORK STRIP STEAK .
STEL‘R I‘H.ET MIGNON

ROAST PRIME RlB OF BEEF.

LAMB CHOPS ...

Served with Muat Jeliy & Rice Pilat

LOBSTERTAIL .....o.oiiiiiiiiiininiiiaiiaans 5.95
BROILED WHITE FISH .......... emsessesesararanaaaan 3.95
Wi EENGLISE DOVER SOLE............. vesesnnsn 4,85
o

BUTTER FRIED SHRIMP.. .eer 3.95
Hazd breaded aad dewp fned to & goldes brown 297 Cochai Sauce

SOP'I‘ SBELL

A a“.. M(ulvv ~Seuteed 12
with Lemoa.

SANEA, TEA, MILK ........ 50

UARGO'S

OF LIVONIJIA -

30325 West Six Mile Rd.

{between Midlebelt & Merriman)

261-3600 .
LIVONIA '




