Buffo, the clown

CHINESE FAMILY

STYLE DINNER
For a new dining experience we
now offer a very special dinner.
Starting with your favorite as-
sorted appetizer and leading up
to the main course which includes
several great dishes from all re-
gions of China.

Serving Monday thre Thursday
from 5 p.m.

Introducing at $4.50

Chinese Buffet

All you can enjoy
Friday and Saturday 5-9

SHANGRI LA
WEST

Restaurant & Cocktails

Bloamiisid i il
ping Center
TELEGRAPH at SQUARE LAKE

335-8060

Mojor Credit Cards Accepted

October 3t, 1974 OBSERVER

& ECCENTRIC(BWT.7D-S.RO.11D-F} 7-B

Clown grows into night-life star

By LOUISE SNIDER
“I wanted to do something seri-
ous with the clown,” said Howard

! Buten, and he did.

Howie, as he likes to be called,
created “a musical circus clown
who metamorphosed into Buffo.”
Buffo and his accompanist, Robbie
Fisher, opened Tuesday at the
Raven Gal ery in Southfield.

A clown act is not the usual type
of Raven attraction, but then
Buffo iz not vour ordmary, slap-
stick, fall-down clown,

“Buffo demands an attentive
audience,” explained Howie. “In
the course of a concert, Buffo takes
:he audxence through ‘all the emo-

mns

AS BUFFO, Howie sings,
mimes, dances, draws, plays eight
instruments and turns on his audi-
ence to a whole range of feelings:
Funny, sad, serious, romantic,
CDmlC

Robbie, the musician-composer
accompanist, wrote the music for
Buffo's act. He plays piano, organ
and guitar during the perform-

Both Robbie and Howie are ear-
nest, sincere young men. They
grew up in Detroit and graduated

(rom Cooley ngh School Robbie

n 1967, Howie in 1

Hawxe attended the University
of Michigan. After two years he
“ran away to join the circus.” His
next classroom was the Ringling
Brothers and Barnum & Bailey
Clown College in Vehice, Fla.

UPON “GRADUATION,""
Howie spent two seasons with Cir-
cus Bartok, a one-ring tent circus
that toured the eastern states, It
folded in 1972, and Howie came

back to Detroit. Saturday morn-
ings he appeared in WXYZ's
“Super Circus” kiddie show on
Channel 7.

When Howie returned to De-
trmt he and Robbie renewed their
tony fnendshlp which had begun
in elementary school.

Robbie had been struggling to
develop his own career as a musi-
cian, composer and songwriter. He
}Jlayed with a rock and roll band

or two years while attending
Wayne State University. Then he -
left Wayne to give full time to his
musical career,

Howie and Robbie put their tal-
ents together to develop Buffo's
concert act.

“The clown in pure emotion
hymcahzed Howie said.

WHEN PAT Paulsen saw the
Buffo performance at the Raven
Gallery last April, he was im-
pressed enough to put them in
touch with his agent. Conse-
uently, they played The Ice
ouse in Pasadena, Calif,, and
auditioned for the Jnhnny Carson
“Tonight” show.

Howie's idea of a clown is not

Looking at history

Children's Theatre International
of New York brings “Arrows to At-
oms”, a live look at American his-
tory, to the Detroit Institute of
Arts YOUTHEATRE, Saturday at
11 a.m. and 2 p.m.

Using mime, music, dialogue
and dance, “Arrows to Atoms”
portrays certain events of Ameri-
can history with a warmth and hu-
mor that points up the ‘“humaness’
of historical figures.

RECOMMENDED FOR young
people ages seven to 14 (children
under five years of age will not be
admitted), “Arrows to Atoms”
employs three actors, using over-

SATURDAY
SUNDAY

w
@l -Ex Cinemassoum,y

sized multi-colored hats contrast-

the conventional American notion
that relegates a clown to children’s
entertainment. He sees the clown
more in “the European tradition of
an artist.”

Buffo is an important part of
Howie's life, but so are other
things. He cares about his writing
and his humanity. Howie works as
a volunteer three days a week at
the Children’s Orthogenic Center
in Detroit.

“I want to try to remain a h
man being in a very inhumane sys:
tem,” he says.

HOWIE BUTEN and Robbie -
Fischer are both serious, socially .
conscious, ethical artists. They are ;
concerned about honestly and fully.
developing their own talents. They
are concerned about some of the

unsavory practices in show busi-

ness which deny these goals to art-
ists of integrity. :

ing their traditional mime cos-
tumes and make-up, to create 28

theatre for children. The company
_tours nationally and has appeared P
on Broadway.

Tickets for “Arrows to Atoms”
are available from the Art Insti-
tute's Ticket Office. For further in-
formation, phone the YOUTH-
EATRE . at 832-2730.

characters from American history. ",?’,f,’ﬁ%f N
Children’s Theatre International PARTY ROOMS... °
has won a national reputation for TASTEFUL 1
excellence in producing original DINING... 3
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FOR ELEGANCE IN DINING

ah
Sussex BHouse

SERVING ONLY U.S.D.A. PRIME BEEF :

Gracious Dining & Cocktails in o luxurious Atmosphers v

BUSINESSMEN'S LUNCHEONS s

FEATURING A FASHION SHOW EVERY MONDAY AT NOON >

MON.-SAT. Your Host: IMMY B. JARDACK
Strolling Gypsies Thurs. thru Sat.

NOW OPEN — The ABBEY }iquor & Gourmet Shoppe

19701 W. Twelve Mile Road just East of Evergreen
Southfield 559-3377

SIGN OF EXCEUENCE

b
&

Bonquet
Facilities

Spoghett] Plate
25¢ Sun. 9-12 pm

The Best of the 50’s and 60's Music
Appearing Tuesday — Sunday: Mr. D. J.

Halloween Party
Thurs. — Prizes

Spacial-Ladies Night
Tuer. & Wed.

Ccontinental Bar

Grand River at 12 Mile (Wixom Rd. Exit - I-96)
349-8780

Where good taste just
begins with the food.
f

Somerset Inn, Big Beaver Road,
east of Coolidge, Troy. Mich, 48084
Phone (313) 643-7800
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STOCK EXCHANGE

Serving Luncheons & Dinners
from 11-7

 SHELDEN CENTER

COMPLETE

LUNGHEON SPECIAL TUES. - SAT.

® LUINCHEON

33201 PLYMOUTHRD. -
425-8333 -

TUES.-WED -THURS. 11 A.M.11:00 P .
CLOSED MONDAY

OPEN SUNDAY 2P M. -

DULoT 65

COMPLETE,
FTALLAN AND AMERICAN
CUISINE

TIBLE SERVHE o (OCKTIILN

& DINNERS

AT FARMINGTON RD

LIVONIA
Fri.Sat 11 A M-1:00 A M

NPM

The
Conquistador

Paying Your
Favorite Tuazs
from the 20°s

orgeur

It anbig
Pleasuze

1-75 ot Rochester Road  *

through the 10's

Yolidon, Dwy

689.7500

APPEARING

From Mackinac Island’s
Grand Hotel

Ted Harmon
and

Johnny Gomez

Tuesday thrv Saturdays

-~

JCJ _C

& NORTHWO =

2= NORTHWOOD INN

NOW SERVING BUFFET DINNERS
TUESDAY AND THURSDAY

1] 6 P.M. TO 10 P.M. i

@3 30 DIFFERENT ITEMS C

3£, A < S [D:E

::r—_—j*q Intemational Music [r]—!.:r
OS5 HENRI WAKNNIE oo iemrs T
‘OC Enioy our famaus .. —0
L0 s Al
AL en Tuesday-Saturdoy — Clased Monday
_DL . WEKUI[S . SUNDAY BRUNCH » BOUQUET FANLIHES L‘JL

3T HORTHWOOD INN Ot
‘;DD On Woodward Ave. at 1% Mile Rd. Berkiey CC
- 1 Phane 544-7770 —]r_']

HAPPY HOUR 3-1

Afternoon Entertainment for
Dancing and Listening
Pleasure

27554 WEST WARREN
(1% blks. west of Inkster Rd.)

1-713

> ODIENTAI_ DELIGHTS

JADANESE YEDDAN STEAK HC!

nuD-nCoonmgu the Aot Prepara

Oumers betovs You

ur Eyes on Iron Gris |
ON YOUR OWN TABLE!

CANTONESE & AMERICAN FOCD
We continue lo serve excellent Chinese & American foods in

our great tradition

the trite, the

Holiday Magazine’s
Distinctive Dining
Awards, 1975

MICHIGAN
Joe Muer’s, Detroit
London Chop House, Detroit
Pontchartrain Wine Cellars, Detroit
The Money Tree, Detroit
Win Schuler’s Restaurant
of Marshall
The Vineyards, Southfield
Saratogo Trunk, Novi

. awards this year, as before, eschew the ordma}rly.
t!

1

drive for perfection.”

N

nd
imaginative, where excellence is the result of unrelenting

_r

Paid Advertisement

-\

® AUTHENTIC CHINESE FOOD
® AMERICAN FOODS|
® EXOTIC COCKTAILS
©® CARRY OUT AND BANQUET FACILITIES

‘ON-J(N-LM)

1515 MAPLE RD. AT STEPHENSON HWY @ TROY

PHONE
689-2332

Fine [talian Cuisine ® Home-Made Pastas & Desserts

-> Lunches ® Dinners

COCKTAILS

. DANCING .
THURS. FRI. and SAT,

9:00 P4, ‘Fil 2:00 AM.
THE DAVISSON BROTHERS
Featuring BARBARA BARWICK

o;

Spaghetti Special Tuesdays Only
tunch $1.75 (Includes solad & bread)
Dinner $2.75 (Includes salad & bread)
870 S. Rochester Rd. in Olde Colony Place ® Rochester
\__Your hosts Al and Lois Rossi ® Pm 651-1337 @ Closed Sun. & Mon. J

NOW ACCEPTING
APPLICATIONS

. ChuckMuers
“Fourth-Annual
Gowder 8.
Marching Society”

YOU MAY DINE ANY 12 TIMES
AT YOUR CONVENIENCE

<Egmg fotet Ponichantroli

May be used at:

CHARLEY'S CRAS: Bloomiield, Mich., . Cloveland, Ohio,

Gincinnati, Ohio, St. Clair, Mich. (to open soon).

EREINE H1OUSE Novs: Columbus, Ohio.

HUTEL PONTCHARTRAIN, Detroit, Mich.: Le Cafe,
famandre Bar. Top af the Fontch, La Mpditercance.

SANEY BARCER o

SONB0G Desrorn Mk,

CHUCK MUER'S CHOWDER & MARCHING SOCIETY
DINNER CLUS MEMBERSHIP
The embership entites you o receve 12 Complimentary Dinners
1.3 member of the Dinner Ciub. You may dine
ithin the next year any evening except Satur-

necessarily be limited. Wa suggest that you place your order &
$00n a8 possible befors tha roster is filled.

MEMBERSHIP IS LIMITED

CALL §563-8020

- Today or Mail Coupon
Chuck Muer's Chowder & Marching Society

23955 Michigan Avenue
Dearborn, Michigan 48124
Check enclosed for $26.00.

Name
Address

'\Ci ty
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Phone




