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Farmington Hills attorney argues

Autopsy rulmg was

* By "JACKIE

KLEIN

SOUTHFIELD—A former Oakland
County assistant_presecutor has re-

butted a

ruling by District Court

Judge S. James Clarkson.that religion
is not a basis for sloppmg autopsies
when cause of death is questionable.

Jefirey

Faintuck. now a ‘Farm-

ington Hills attorney. said Clarkson
erred in overruling a police agree-

ment not

iormed on the body of Mrs. Helen Sil-
48. of Southiield. who died two

ver,
days after
the city.

to have an autopsy per-

a Feb. 17 auto accndem in

“Members of Mrs. Silver's ! lam|l\

asked that

in accordance with Jewish

law an aumpsy not be performed.’”

said Faintuck.

“Tt was upon my ad-

vice that the body was recalled from
the medical exarfiner’s custody by

the officer
off.

and the autopsy was called

“1 TOOK the witness sland in the
case. but Clarkson wouldn't permit
me to testify. But I told the officer
unless the body was released. some-
one was going to get sued.”

Mrs. Silver was a passenger in the
car of Mrs. Elizabeth Rochman o,
Qak Park when the accident oc-
curred. Clarkson dismissed charges of
negligent homicide against Mrs. Roch-
man this month because “cause of
death of the victim has not been accu-
rately determined.”

According to state law. said Fain-
tuck. county medical examiners shall
perform post mortems in cases of sud-
den. violent or unexpected deaths or
when the victim had no medical atten-
tion during the 48 hours prior to
death.

*The law provides an exception to
this rule when an attending physician
is able to accurately determine the
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cause of death.”

Famluck said.

~Accorging to Clarkson's opinion.
two physicians lcsuﬂed they couldn't

accurately
Mrs. Silver's death:
said there was a
chance of another cal

pulmonary embolisn.

“THE STATE 1
states that the qui
where an individua
called by either party

determine the cause of

and one doctor
to 20 per cent
hse of death than

w specifically
ntum of proof
| is an expert
and where the

expert is a medical doctor of some

type is ‘can you mal
termination and st

Flags lo
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wered

for victi
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flag flew " at

half mast at Southfifiid-Lathrup High

School this week fo]
who were killed Frid:
city's *worsttraffic |
The student victj
Goode McMahon. I
Lathrup Village. Norj

{7, 16290 Meadowood|
Sally Olds. 1

5. 1854
rup Vitlage. A fourthj
bett. 16. of Pontiac

morning i Bc;mmw.

THE COLLISION|
14th fat:

McMahon was drivi
Sengers home from
pm. Friday when

wood. a half mile §
Mile Road.
Police said the drif
the car. which cross
of Balewood.

of a driveway at 3048
car. a 1970 Plymoul
over.

According to the s

June in a rear-end

mingham and-anothgr

cident in Southfield
McMahon

points. one for a spej
days after his licens

ins

tion.

Southfield police shi

dent this
17 persons were Kill
According to S

h
roadway on the wes}
o

d
left th
crashed into a cement

who b
less than a year. [a

scheduled for rec

three students
y in one of the
atalities.

s were Michael
28820 Lathrup.
han J. Schloner.
Southfield; and
Wiltshire. Lath-
ictim. Lesa Hib-
ivd early Sunday
t Hospigal.

was the city's
vear in which

&

thfield - police.
the three pas-
party about 11
s car lefl the
side of Bale-
uth of Thirteens

r lost control of
1o the east side

roadway and
culvert in front
Balewond. The

h| Duster. turned

cretary of state’s
office. McMahon regef

ved a ticket in
ollision in Bir-
in an injury ac-
in July.

been driving
feumulated six

<amination and

i there was no

4 pharges.”

with Teasonable medical

what the cause of deatdf w
“Percentages are irreleva:

there is reasonable certainty
of death. The defendant in

should have been bound over|

land County Circuit Court

FAINTUCK'S remarks conf]
Clarkson’s contention that “th
of sthe. medicai examine:

usurped by the police offi

failed to notify the county me«
aminer of the death by uj

causes of the deceased.”

He also disagrees with Ci

opinion that state law is not i
tion to Israeli law.

Clarkson Yuoted an articl|
ich states where the

rabbi
possxb:h(\ of saving a human
section of bodies doesn't teg

constitute a desecration of the|
Israel law. he said. perm

mortems when the cause ‘of
unkndbwn or when criminal
are involved .

Faintuck said he has repy
clients in at least three c:
volving autopsies and the I

incorrec
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