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¢+ Planned Parenthood
orry out of being close.
\ Bince the organization's Washtenaw
Qounly League opened a clinic in'Ann
Atbor last December, three specially
trhined stafl physicians have per-
fbrmed nearly 1.000 eatly abortion pro-

By JACKIE KLEIN

takes the

But the real goal of Planned Parent-
tidod s better birth control methods.
$id Ellen Macdoffald. director; of so-
dial services at the busy clinic.

- ‘-We view abortion as a back-up pro-
gudure that could be eliminated with

E ~There is«a pathetic
lack of knowledge in this area.

akilig the worry out o

“Many women equate birth control
with the pill. Ii the pill makes them
sick. they stop using it and they don't
think of finding a substitute.’

Mrs. Macdonald said the clinic's per-
sonnel have been accused of con-
vincing women to have abortions, but
that isnt the case.

We have experienced. professional
counselors who help patients under-
stand their pregnancies and the op-
tions available.” she explained. **Most
of the women have already made up

their minds' to termirate, the preg- .

nancy.

“Each woman is counseled to make
sure the abortion is her idea and she
isnt being pressured by someone
else. It's her decision to live with. Our
philosophy is that every child should

After clinic abortions

The circus’ is over for

J\CK]E KLEIN

*“Whee. the circus is over. What a
relfef.”

“I've got five kids from 11 to 21. I'
never go through another surprise.”

The women relax on reclining
chairs in the cheerful recqvery room
of the Planned Parenthood Clinic in
Ann Arbor. They munch energy-giving
graham ‘crackers. sip juice and com-
pare abortions performed only min-
utes ago.

,Those who are relieved of a burden
they couldn’t face. chatter in-
cessantly. exchange confidences. and
vow thev'll never come back.

:The ones who are silent and de-
pressed chain smoke and fight back
the tears. Emotions too painiul (o re-
vpal are expressed on pale. drawn
faces and clutched hands.

The circus is over for Miss B. 27.
who gave up her child born out of wed-
lack nine years ago. She didn't believe
in abortion then. not the back alley
kind.

“I've been in a frenzy.” she says.
nervously biting into cracker after
cracker. I was negotialing a con-
tract and God knows if I made the
right decision.

“The man I'm going with doesn’t

v\am any children and neither do I.
We don't dig the American concept
that you get married. raise a bunch of
kids and live happily ever after.”

Miss B.. who thought she was preg-
nant four days after she missed her
period. had a procedure called *‘men-
strual extraction.” An outgrowth of
the clinic’s insistence on performing
early abortions, the extraction can be
performed before a positive preg-
nancy test is obtained.

Mrs. C. (with the five &hildren) has
never used birth control methods and
relied on the calendar. “I'm 45 and
I'd have a nervous breakdown if I had
another child to raise. This pregnancy
was a real shocker. but it will never
happen again.” R

Mrs. C. wilt have a tubal ligation.
Miss B. has been fitted with an intra-
uterine device at the clinic.

The women, came in for counseling

" the day before and. the medical pro-

cedure was Scheduled for the next
day. Mrs. Ellen Macdonald. director
of social services. suggests this meth-
od to avoid pressure. .

The counseling sessions are aimed
to assure that the patient is making a
rational decision and isn't being push-
ed by her parents. husband or
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be wanted and the individual has lhe
right to choose.” }

THE CLINIC'S
abortion procedure
later than 10 weeks fi
strua! period.

Most trimester -
tions are performed
clinics on an out-p;
later procedures arf
tals.

Other services theficlinic offers are
pelvic and breast eyaminations. pap
smears. VD tes! tdiand treatment,

T

pth:, is that no
‘ill be performed
m the last men-

14 weeks) abor-

done in hospi-

pregnancy testing counseling. con-
traceptives and rrals for ster-
ilization and infertility.

The teen clinic seryices include sex-
related counseling, [individuaily pre-

of knowledge of
a problem preg-

boyiriend or by laci
alternate solutions 1
nancy.

The average age af women seeking
abortion is 20 to 25| says Mrs. Mac-
donald. Most are unmarried and fear
their life will be digrupted by an un-
wanted child. The miirried women usu-
ally have children klose in age and
dont want any mofle or they're not
ready to have a f@mily.

The clinic requigés  parental con-
sents for patients ugder 18. but if the
parents are pushing| for the abortion
againsl the wishes of|the girl. the clin-
ic will refuse to | erform the pro-

cedure.

The counseling spgsions provide a
thorough of the medi-
cal p an e infor-
mation thyt will ‘enpble the patient to
avoid anfther unwlanted pregnancy.

If the, patient his dectded to® go

ahead with an abortif
pelvic examination)
tests. A laminaria
weed which dilates,
and abso.bs body fll
is inserted during
ination.

The patient's cery}
the night. wsscmug
age to tissue thal
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f being clo
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ée

scribed contraceptive methads:and re-

ferrals for . abortion and ’[e natal
care.
The vasectomy clinic offcrs sur-

gery. counseling, and follm\ u
inations.

exam-
is turned away fpr{lack of
“Medi-
caid covers therapeutic abqrtions but
few Blue Cross policies do. |It's rough
-on women who aren’t podr leriough to
,qualify for ADC. which provjdds medi-
caid. and yel can't aiford §

155 for an
abortion.”

Patients fees and donatios [support
the abortion services in thef clinic.
Heallh Education and Welifire grants
don't fund abortions but
the cost of contraceptive meashires.

these women

chances of later miscarriage
mature delivery.

The next day. contents of th

, are.evacuated by suction. us{ng
tic vacaum aspirator. Counsel
main with’ their patients dun
procedure to provide comfol
planations.;

Nurses clrculale among the
in the recovery réom. taking blood
pressures. making small talk and dis-
cussing birth control l" cedurtes
pointments are made for
tion checkups and detaile
tions for after care are handpd|

Some of the women ar{
from the aspirin. valium and
they were given to help then]

jor pre-

uterus
a plas-
ors' re-
ng the
hnd ex-

atients

“General anesthetics aren't | adminis
tered. . .

In less than two hours. Miss B. is
ready to drive home. She's| doing to
celebrate with lobster and i

Mrs. C. will go bowling Jn a few
, days,

Only lwo'ai the women afe| having
abortion blues. The rate is lqwer than
womén who suffer post-partum|depres-

sion. says Mrs. Macdonald]

1Us all part of the right t
Planned Parenthood believe;
enough.

from musicals. singing. darjcjny and
jazz presentations. Tt begins atf 8 p.m

Tickets may be purchasdd in ad-
vance from students or pU |]e door.

The money will g0 to produce a
spring musical at the sch«l

informagon. call
(518181

|

" For additional
Susan Rohrer at Lederle.

|
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