The gridiron action’s.stayed pretty much the same for years

‘now — a punt, pass, and kick through the swirling winds of
-social change that swept over college campuses in the '60’s
and early ‘70’s. But on the fringes of the action, a fe

twists have been added. At the University of Michig
innovation was the introduction of women to the onc

only marching band two years ago and this year the for
of a pom pon girl squad. One of the pom pon people seems to

have ?een made for the job: she spent her youth , . .
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They,"re strut

By BARBARA CORNELL

I{ thoughts of pom pon girls con-
jure up images of luscious leg?
creatures with nothing better to do
than strut their stuff in the name
of school spirit, you've got a long
way to go, bab;

For the v i

om pon girls — or people, as
{)‘nev'rg officially known — their
activity represents a discipline, an
escape from the academic dold-
rums, and a means to keep physi-
cally fit. i

The 10 girls putona {)ollshed
show i their first football season,
despite the ravages of a fierce bat-
tle with U-M regents, faculty, and
students.

THE WAR BEGAN when U-
M's basketball cheerleaders pro-
posed that women perform on the
once male-dominated Michigan
gridiron.
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.'They contend their
Yy
University of Michigan's

Opponents of the pom pon cause
contend the girls were concocted to
lease “national télevision's sex
ungry audience |of armchair
quarterbacks.”

But the pom pon

%ﬂls disagree.
unction is to

ith something
insist they're

provide spectators w
new to watch. They
entertainers.
And the pom poni girls in their
flashing white uniforms do tend to
iok up where the touchdowns
eave off. !

ACCORDING TO ONE irate

om pon girl, criticism flows most
Eeavﬂy rom women, both stu-
dents and alumni. :

“What the; doh't‘reajize is how
hard we worked to get in the posi-
tion we are in today,” she argues.
“I've heard people s% we're & giant
step backward for woman’s libera-

tion, but by breaking this elitist,
!

sexist tradition, I th
taken a giant step for

Male on-lookers off

k we have
vard.”

n view the

Fom pon girls in a tra
ittling stereotype.
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was tired of hearing
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carefully peruse hel

irls also get universi!

ody guards while onf
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Whether Michiga
people really have cor
is still a subject of he
debate. But critics
alike agree on one thi
on the field have addet
trim to Saturday a
Ann Arbor.
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comes to cheerleading, Sharon
lifer.
tasted the heady fruits of her
a junior high school cheerleader.
in the momentum, she contin-
squad through her senior high

sehool ygdrs in Farmington Hills.
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PREFER being a cheerleader,
but Sharon says she's glad to be
pon girl (or person, if you pre-
a great way to make friends, and
so much more than inside the
," she explains. “When you go to
" vou have to feel like a part of

savors the glamor of her work,
“there’s a lot of hard work and
rs involved in being a pom pon

d her crew practice nearly 15
‘eek. Shocking orange gym shorts
polo shirt blur through the air as
gins a series of mind-and-body-
rvrations which would prebably
average, non-athletic individual

intoam

cular state not far short of cata-

tonic
exerci
Despite
Sharon’
reserve
one in a
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load in sc!

e dismisses them as “limbering

her obvious athletic prowess,
10 refugee weight-lifter, and her
anner is unexpected from some-
raditionally extroverted role.

h for Sharon, who carries a full
00, to fit all her activities intoa

single d,a

v. She uses daily schedules to
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keep pace with her work. She tends to *
like a robot," she says, hut she finds i
to fit her work and squeeze in a
breaths of relaxation on the side.
One’of her passions is ifootbal
it,” she says, her arms ing wildly|
added emphasis. She hasn't taken to|
serving the sorority hou%e television
Mor;?ay night footbaltivet, but s
hooked on catching the|Big Ten sc.
board. }
“If I were just a regular spectat
probably wouldn't be so close to the game.
You're so close to what's going on \%hen
you're on the field that y ‘1_1 can't helpget-
ting involved.” 1
Sharon readily shuns the pom pon|girl
stereotype. “They have an image of not car-
ing what's going on,” she sighs in dismay.
“That's just not true. All the girls are very
‘athletically oriented.”
Diane Mather, one of|
mates and another Farm
dent, enjoys being a pom
the same reasons. As a ddncer and experi-
enced gymnast, Diane's| responsible for
much of the squad's chorgography.
Working under what she cal
“pressire schedule,” Diane can provi
workable routine in three|days. Her nj
interests lie in dance, and the pom
girls provide her with a i
in shape while not stifling her creativity.
Sharon asserts that, while a pom| pon
person's life isn't just“sunshineland
roses.” But if Michigan's men go tq the
Rose Bowl, the girls in white are sute to
follow, and Pasadena at New Year's|is a
whole lat closer to sunshine and roses than
Ann Arbor.

Sharon's t
ngton Hills [resi-
on girl for much

am-

s a
de a
ajor
pon
eans of keeping

i




