6-C_® (n

OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC

January 23, 1975

A tterling rooster snutf box

A Billston snomefied dog box

Boxes,
boxes,
boxes

By PATRICIA BEACH SMITH

One of the Night Visitors told
little Amahl all about his treasure
box in a famous aria from Menot-
ti's opera.

Pandora was naughty enough to
open hers and now look what's
happencd.

clicate-natured  persons car-
ried- hoxes called vinaigrettes
about with them to open and smell
their contents to ward off the aw-
ful odors of 15th century streets

The romance of boxes, plus their
inherent beauty, have long inter-
ested collector/dealer Bruce Sum-
merville of Green Vaults Gallery,
Birmingham

ABOUT FOUR vears ago he
started to seriously acquire the
boxes in the collection currently on
display at his gallery in Adams
Square Arcade

“Rut you can't collect and be a
dealer, too, hecause then you're
competing with your own custom-
n-r-:,| so cverything is for sale,” he
said
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The shop is filled with every-
thing from an authentic iron
strapwork treasure chest, proba-
hly made between 1600 and 1750 in
Europe, to silver snuff and sweet-
meat boxes form England, France
and the Netherlands.

"I have nlways liked boxes. At
one time [ even thought of having
an antique shop with nothing but
boxes,” Summerville said.

AMONG THE collection are
sitver patchboxes with mirrored
Yids used by ladies to carry their
“patches” — little paper or silk
shapes which women pasted over
their smallpox scars

Several Australian gilt silver
cagework agate boxes dannq from
1700-1880 gleam in one vitrine
alongside the rare “sulphide.”

Sulphides were boxes whose lids
contained intaglio images of fa-
mous men or women, made gener-
ally fram medal impressions. A
layer of oxygen over chalk gives
them their silvery appearance

In the same case you can find an
18th century Japanese cinabar
Into. An inro was a case one car-
ried in the abi (sash) which con-
tained various compartments for
sweetmeats, seents or perhaps to-
bacco.

OTHER ORIENTAL boxes in-
clude a hamboo-shaped jade
prayer. box about four m(’hr! ﬂonx
& precious woven ivory inro and a
carved jade cricket box.

A Dutch Bible box dated 1752 re-
poses in the window
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EARLY LEARNING CENTER
OF FARMINGTON

Abpesoeh

A SPECIAL KIND OF EXPERIENCE FOR PRE.SCHOOLERS
FEGITRANON NOW OPEN FOR FEBRUARY 3-mAT SEMESTER
OUR GOAL—TO LOVE 1O LEAIN
OUR METHODS—PLAY CENTERED OISCOVERY INVESTIGATION 4ND EXPER MENTATICN
FOR PEORMATION CALL ALVA GENE MALLORY —477. M cn a8
OUR LOCATION— 26711 (27000) FARMINGTON
EDUCATION BUILDING OF THE UNIVERSITY MiLLS. cmsm.w CENTER
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Dine Aboard the Riverboat

Jode, ivory and cinabor Orientol boxes Featuring

The First Mate’s Combination

cal gt e

29420 Grand river
Cornr of Middlebelt and Grand river

$78-2374

hildren's Menu
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FRIDAY, JANUARY 24 - 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.
SATURDAY, JANUARY 25 - 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

*Carrs Out
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Ball-foot gilt silver boxes

¢ PIERCING
\3 CLINIC

FREE EAR PIERCING WITH PURCHASE
OF ONE PAIR OF EARRING STUDS
FOR $6.95
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MELUJER THRIFTY ACRES 45001 FORD RD. AT CANTON CENTIR RD.
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Nutmeg groter boxes in voried materiols

“This one is made of carved
wood and icarved into it are the in-
itials “H.G." for Holy God, the
sunflower which is the symbol of
Holland and the Dove representing
the Holy Ghost,” Summerville
said.

Anulh!‘r kind shown are the
ram's horn snuff boxes from Scot-
land.

The gallery is open daily from 11
a.m. until 4:30 pm. and the boxes
will be on display until Feb. 1.
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45001 FORD RD. AT CANTON CENTER RD.

BOBBIE BROOKS CLEARANCE!
“TOPS AND BOTTOMS

Choose from plaids ond solids in assorted color
l\gg% ocrylic in sizes § to 15, WHILE QUANTI'H[S
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