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Malpractice suits hinder doctor care

By ELMER E. WHITE

Thousands of people In Michigan
_.need a family doctor. [Uls safe to say
that every town in the state needs one
or more family doctors
A new effort o train more doctors
is hampered by an awesome threat
which can easily mean it will fail
Unless a way con be found that young
doctors or experienced doctors mov-
ing into the state can sccure insur-
ance against malpractice suits, few if
any doctors will offer services in this
state.
In 1974 the Michignn legtiature
a bill that was supported by
he Michigan State Medical Sociely
the Michigan Academy of Family
Physictans to provide special funds to
cncourage the further expansion of
family practice residency training pro-
grams in Michigan hospitals Gover-
nor Milliken signed the bill and
£750.000 was appropriated in sub-
sidies, to be supervised by the State
Department of Public Heallh
‘There are currently 90 young physi-
clans in scven hospital-based famly
wndlu‘ residency programs in Mich-
igan. Two others have been approved
and will enroll young doctors in July
and others are on the planning
toards

BUT HERE is a real hitch This
coming June. 16 of these young doc-

tors will complete their three years of
specialized training. but as of today
not one of these can obtain malprac-
tice insurance. There is no major.
state-approved insurance carrier writ-
ing any tnsurance for new physicians.

This situation was effectively pub-
licized by the state medical socicty
through (he situation at Hastings
wsouth of Grand Rapids) where the
community and physicians have re-
cruited four of the graduating family
doctors. A Hastings community group
has been organized and is carmping its
appeal for action to the governor, log-
islators and others.

Of 16 young family dactors-who will
complete training in June in pediat-
rics, psychiatry, emergency ¢are, and
ather specialties, 10 would like to re
main In Michiga. while the others
will go to Wiscorsin. lowa. Massachu-
setts and the military. There are 68
more ywung residents training in Mich-
igan Most would like to stay. and
open practices in 1976 |

The young doctors expl ressed two
concerns: The camplete Imb:lll) to
gt any insurance today in Michigan
and the rising costs of all malpractice
msurance that established doctors
must pay.

YOUNG MEN and women point out
the difficultics they would have pay-
ing annual premiums that could range
up to $8.000 1o $12.000 a year depend.
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i the amount of surgery or
:‘;cslumn they migit do in adddition
to the usual family medicine.

Because ‘most doctors pay about
one-half of their gross incame to
cover over head costs of practice. the
fow doctor would have to generate
£4.000 in dncome fust to pay a $12.000
malpractice insurance premium
Altet his gross reached $24.000 he
then would bemn to cover the other
costs of rent, equipment. salarics and
try to net a fair return for the many
years of training and for long hours of
work he cxprnmu\i in hus traming

Representatives of the State Bar
and MSMS have been meeting 1n an of-
fort to set some new rules which
might reduce some of the gigantic set-
tlements and attorney [ees eannocted
with some malpractice cases. at the
same time pratecting the patient’s
fight to reasonable damages where
they are warranted

The Legistature is considening some
action which will hdp solve the prob-
fem One thing 1s clear: If the prob-
lem is not solved. or at least lessened.
medical service in this state will suf-

!cfablo-nhwhcanhekllbymou
prople who need medical service. Let-
ters to legislators from anyone con-
cerned about this basic problem will
help emphasize the public intefest in
prompt action.

TAXPAYERS WHO bridle at re-
ports of legislative “fact-finding
tAps” to such travelers’ havens as
San Francisco and sunny Florida may
fave a bit less to fume about this
year

New House Speaker. Bobby Cnm
(D-Davisom) is promising what ap-
pears to be a crackdown on junketing

Crim says he’ll require members of
the House to submit written proposals
explaining the bendits of any trips
they want to take. And after they've
returned. thev'll be required to turn in
detailed reports of what they've
gained from the trips

The reports will be made part of
the public record. available for seru-
tiny by members of the press and any-
e else who takes the trouble to
cheek up on their lawmakers. Cnm
says

SEMCOG gets vote

as planning agency

By ALICE COLLINS

BEVERLY HILLS—The wvillage
council Monday night cast its vote for
the Southeast Mjchigan Couont of
Governments (SEMCOG: as water
quality planning agency for the scven-

@ram would be implemented finan:
cally through the state

Serious. arcasade water pollution
problems exist in the southeastern
part of lhe state because of the con
ion and intensive

county arca of n Michigan

Approval came after viflage at-

tomey Thamas Ihllon assured council *

members they were not committing
the village to financial support for the
implementation of the water planming
program

SEMCOG wants lhr seven-county re-
mon desymaled §s a waler quahty
panning area with stself as the respon
sible managing dgency

Water quality plhnning has been pro-
wded for under federal act. and SEM-
G is seeking support resolutions
from all local ghvernmental unts

The council recewed the request
two weeks carlier but delayed acting
wtil Dillon canld make a study and
recommendation He <aid the pro-
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IN THE RESOLUTION request the
agency says it is best quahfied to ap-
proach and develop mluunm to the
peoblem

. In addition. the Speaker says any-
ae

who scems to have abused the
“travelability™ might not be author-
tzed travel money again
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