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Rate increase delays for utilities
cause higher costs, says professor

Politicat pressure to delay rate in-
crease approvals for public utilities
will cost the public more money in
the long run, Prof. Ross J. Wilhelm of
The University of Michigan insists

Wilhilm. a business economist in
the UM Graduate School of Business
Administration, notes all across the
mtion politicians are “making politi-
cal hay™ by opposing rate increases
for utilitics 1o priwide them with the
Iunds needed to pay higher operating
costs

As a cansequence.’he adds. public

wility commissions which contral the
rates are slow to increase them

“HOWEVER, it is the consumer
who is going to be hurt the most by
the holding down of the utility rates.”
Wilhelm says.,

“There are an increasing number of
reports that public wtilities are slow.
ing down or stopping corstruction on
new facilitics. And when construction
on these necded facilities is started up
again a year or so {rom now. t!
will cost more to build then than they
would have cost now
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“While we may cnjoy lower rates
now. we will be lorced to pay far high-
er rates a year or so from now.

A second and more important way
in which consumers arc going to be
hurt by short-sighted policies of public
wility commissions is that reduced
carnings of the utilities are pushing
up the interest rates they have to pay
for their money.”

The U-M tusiness cconomist ex-

¢ plains that inflation has caused an

“enormous squeeze” on public utili-
ties. While bureaucratic slowness and
political mancuvering slow. rate in-
creases. (he utilities face rapidly nis-
ing fuel and interest costs and are
squeczed for cash. he notes.

Report promptly changes

To meet the need for new facdities.
utilities are being foroed to either bar-
row money of to sell lock—and the in
terest costs for these funds are al
very high levels. Withelm says. add
ing that interest charges for the bor
rowed money must come from cur
remt earnings -mh “simply aren't
mxru fast

“Public utilitics also arc paying
high [fuel costs because they have
been forced by environmental restric.
tions to burn cestly. scarce. low sul-
phur fuels. Due to environmental
blacks which have slowed down the
building of atomic gentrating plants
they have also been forced to rely
more heavily on coal and oil

affecting SSI payments

Persons should report promptly
changes that could affect their Supple-
mental Secunty Income (SSI) pay-
ments and shouldn™t wait to hear from
sacial security. says Stefan Gasparov-
1. manager of the Detroit-Northwest
Social Security Office at 17500 Lahser.
Detroit

The SSI progmm makes mmlhl\
pyments to persons with hittle or no
income and hmited resaurces who are
& or over or blind or disabled

Ehgibility and monthly payment
amounts can be affected by changes
inincome. {iing arrangements. mart-
al status and other circumstances

“To gel the nght SSI checks to the
nght persans on time.” says Gaspa
rovie, “the Social Secunty Adminis.
tration periodhcally cantacts persons
receiving payments to review chigibn-

Twin Bay opens
Livonia office

v onew sales athiee i the Livonia
Trade € @13 Farmington
Road  Lavenes has been apened by
Twin Bav Indastizes o Elk Rapds
ek,

Twin Bay s manutacturer of high
precion preamatie recalators elee
trical assembhies and special tools for
imdustey
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Dumas asks
deputy rotation

Wavne Connty Commussioenr Mary
K Dumias ReLavonin has proposed
that county
tated peny
trol and jasl dity as a measure 1o im
prove therr perlormance at tee gl

She made her propesal inoa resaly
ton subrautted to the Counts. Hoard of
Commissianers Feb & In lme with
regular procedure the rsolution was
reterred (o the board’ s Public Safety
md Judieary Commuttee for \llnl\
i re mend.atum

My Dumas whose districl inecludes
st of Livomia sugeested that many

incidents imvolvang puders Cmay be -

Gue i part teonadequate onentation
regarding all hmetions of the shentl's
department and to a resentment at
being assigned to the jal tor anan
definite period ©

1t perdic rotation of all deputies v
mt feastble. the resolution urges the
sherifl 10 place all new ollicers on a
rotational svstme through all duisions
of the shenils department durmg
their first year ol senvier.

February, a
cold month

With colder days coming up. Univer-
sity of Michigan astronomer Haze) M
“for such a beastly
month as February. 28 days are

y

The new constellation for this
“beastly” month appropriately is Leo,
the lion. It can be found climbing over
the hatizon a little north of east after
sunset, Prof. Losh says.

Leo has six stars forming a sicle. or
reversed question mark. Marking the
tip of the handle of the sickle, or the
dot of the question mark. is the bright
star Regulus.

Professor Losh says ancient astrolo-
gers regarded Regulus as having
great influence. An old tablet reads:

“If the star of the great lion Is
ﬂamy the heart of the ptwk will

rejoice.”
Fd:nhenéy l;l also a gouddml:;lh o
ot ig Dipper. a part con-
stellation Ursa Major.

hly and monthly payment amounts

“But we may not be in touch with
persons as often as their circum-
stances change So they should repant
changes to us as promptly as pos-
sible.™
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No home should
be without it.
INSULATE

Proper insulation can save you hundred

of dollars in h

g and cooling

costs over the life of your home. Check your atlic. If it doesn’t have at least six
inches of high quality insulation, talk to your insulating contractor, or us,
-about installing more. We can recommend qualitied contractors...even arrange
financing. It's all part of a Michigan Public Service Commission program to
help conserve energy.

Weather stripping, storm windows and doors, or insulating glass
all help reduce heat loss, too.

For more ideas about how to use energy wisely, pick up our free booklet,

“Why Insulate.”




