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Jail program o offer classes to inmates

By ROBERT KIPPER

OAKLAND COUNTY—*Some
people think we should stick a prison-
et in jall, just throw him in a cage
like an animal. and not let him out in
our $10 million edifice.”

Oakland County Sheriff Johannes
Spreen, quo(cd above, is not one of
these people.

Despite the short stay of most of
the peisoners who pass through the
Onkllnd County Jail. Spreen has sup-
ported & rehabilitation program for
the other inmates, who stay scveral
months.

Last week, the county board of com-
missioners agreed to give $3.000 of
county funds to the sheriff's newest
project. The funds enable the sheriff's
depariment to receive a federal Law
Enforcement Assistance Adminis-
tratlon (LEAA} grant to fund four

sctool and possibly college-level
courses to inmates.

COUNTY FUNDING did nat come
without some opposition and five com-
missioners voting against it. Among
critics, were Dr. Lowell Wiese, direc-
tor of the county health department.
and Commissioner Paul Kasper (R-
23) of Bloomfield Hills, a {requem op-
ponent of Sherilf Spreen’s projects.

Opponents argued that nmm a
year was too little to
thing meaningful in the way of nhabl
litation and that the flgure was mis-
leading because the county would
have to contribute additional funds
and services to the program.

They also irgued that sthe short
stays of many prisoners and the na-
ture of their offenses rendered a re

years of a rch m

The county, as well as the state. Is
required to supply an annual five per
cent funding match for only the first
1wo years of the program. The federal
government provides $160.000 a year
for_four -years

The rvhnblumllon program. which
will call for the hiring of nine new jail
employes. will offer certaln high

County approves waste plan

8y ROBERT KIPPER

OAKLAND COUNTY—It was 1
years in the making and almost a
year past state deadline, bt the coun-
ty board of commissioners last week
finally approved a solid waste masier
plan to formally submit to Lansing.

The plan, required of all counties,
describes how Oakland intends to take
care of its garbage now and in the fu-
ture. Oakland officials have proposed.
revised and compromised its plan
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lon program
cording to jail estimates, half lht
county jail inmales each year stay
tess than 44 days. Sorne 4 per cent re-
portedly serve sentences for mis-
demennor offenses.

“REHABILITATION in a county {a-
cility Im- ours is )usl whistling
‘Dixie,' " Kasper said. “I'm lor re-

analysis

countless times over the past decade.

In the words of one disgruntled coun- -

ty commissioner, what has finally
been approved . “"has been watlered-
down until it means almost nothing."*

Another commissioner may have
come closer to describing the situs-
llan'

“Nobody really knows what we
have her's,”
Olson (D-), of Pontiac.
mitting this master plan for the sake
o luhnhﬂm It—to get the state off
our back.

WHAT THE county has approved.
in fact, is a very general plan that is
probably specific enough to satisfy
the state's rather general demands
for solid-waste-disposal planning

As George Shutte, the assistant
chief engincer for the mluy depart-
ment of public works, said: ““The plan
u mnl turt it was always intended

Hwev!r. the comy master plan

was less geners!

m Oakland plan ulh ‘about recyl-
ing trash, converting trash to new
energy forms, building a multi-million
dollar volume reduction center and
regulating the now
trash is collected, hauk
in most parts of the county.
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habilitation. but this is just throwing
doliars into the wind.”

According to Dr, Weise, the grant
mmuﬂ moare than it can deliver.
“The words sound good.” he said.
“But the objective (a mean-
ingful and cost-efficient rehabilitation
program) is outside the scope of this
grant.”

rurses and equipment to
medical and dental treatment f
mates, also suggested in the

SHERIFF SPREEN agreed there

hotel.”
others who have longer visits.”

Once you eliminate those who stay
less than' 10 days in county )l."
said the average jail tdrm s
between five and six months
*You can teach a college course to
o inmate in a month.” he said

The plan is overly general pﬂully
in order to accommodste more
vanced ways of handling trash lhal
will be devised or perfected in the fu-
ture. It is also general with regard to
known trash collecting methods be-
cause being general was probably the
only way a master plan could be ap-
proved.

NOWHERE IN the just-approved
plan are the terms “landfill” or “gar.
bage dumps' mentioned. The less of-
fensive term “deposit facility” has
been substituted

Almost all county officials agree,
however, (hat no matter how ad-
vanced garbage collecting and reduc-
tion becomes in the future. there will
always be a need for dumpsites, re-
gardless of what they are calied.

Some communities in Onkland Coun-
ty will get some of those dumpsites
even though the just-approved plan no
longer specifically menfions where
they will be located.

The plan merely whispers that -

there will be a need for some new “de-
posit facilities.™

SPREEN SAID threequarters of
the inmates are crime repeaters. The
county can save millions. he said, by
trying to reach many of these before
they continue moving tn and out of in-
stitutions for repeated offerses.

“We have a lot we can tum
around.” Spreen said. “You have to

have the wisdom to krow the differ.  The sheriff envisions offering

Poliudn like Kasper want to tional trmining courses offered in-
mnumlnpﬂmwm mates under close supervision
Spreen charged. the jail.
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Pierre Cardin speaks French sofly. The fabric is a
soft, lightweight Donegal blended of polyesteriwool/
silk. The design is softly European, with a shaped
body, high side vents, roped shoulders. And the shade
» is a soft pale green pastel. An elegant statement for
summer, for the man who knows that the most au-
thoritative statements are made jn a quiet voice. $160.




