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editorial opinion

2 views: ,
election blues

Farmington School District vot-
ers turned out in record numbers
for a special millage election Apnil
29. At Monday's school board
alection, though, the turn out was
about five per cent of those regis-
tered. Observer & Eccentric pho-
tographer Harry Mauthe took

‘nior High about 6 p.m. election
night. Monday. only election
workers were at the polis. In April
(Right). lines streiched all the way
around the gym.

Voters

When Farmington's new school board

_ begins closing schools because of declin-
ing enroliment, only five per cent of the .

parents in the district will have a right to
complain—only five per cent of the regis-
tered voters cast ballots Monday for the
school board.

Most observers were predicting a light
turnout because of the effort which went
into the April 29 millage election. Cam-
paign workers sat out the school board
race after putting forth for the millage.

sat this one out

Now. the promise of that election has
been dimmed by a five per cent turnout.
The most important outcome of the April
29 election—the demonstration of interest
Farmington-area residents have in their*
schools—has been cast into doubt.

FOR IF RESIDENTS don't bother to
vote for a school board member, will

.- they bother to visit the schools their chil-

dren attend? Will they provide the paren-
tal assistance required for schools to do a
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Ridiculous parking hubbub

by HANK HOGAN

There is presertly a dispute in some focal
violations.

Usually, local law thet

3 there is &
mnhnﬂuurhlu;r !h::
was parked there by the owner of the vehicle.
Hence, if no one pays the parking mandel-

the is correct.

municipalities are in arms because
threat of arrest is the most way of coerc-
ing people to pay their fines
THE RIDICULOUS the hubbub is that il-

‘It is non-violent, 't effect the safety of
others and is a waste of police time in enfore-
Parking. especially parking, is the
using of municipal space for a consideration. It is
atmdrem.Wenm!Mng
people in jail a long tlime ago when they didn't
pay their other rents

Some municipalities even “have. laws that
make it a criminal offense not to return library
books on time. :

A recent presidential commission suggested
that all non-violent acts that do not involve or
harm people be decriminalized so that ef.
fort could be mobilized against more serious
crimes.

1 think that we should certainly start de' im-
inalizing purely commercial ventures such as not
paying rent for parking spaces and library books

by PHILIP H. POWER
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record that even in these times it was possible to
be a good politician and a good man at the same
time.

g

In evaluating his carcer, some néwspapers
this area said Phil Hart was a nice guy and
been a good senator and all that, but
been a little tougher or a little more
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decade is written, 1 suspect we will find that
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The man and the senator

Hart will have been a man in public life with a -
content and- a style ahead of his time

He was one of the first to get into consumer
issues: 1 still remember the laughter he created
when he counted the cherries inside the frozen pie
and that with the | ly inaccurate
picture on the . He was one of the earliest
to point up the danger of our increasingly concen-
trated economy. in which fewer and fewer firms
control more and more of the resources. and to
then detail just how damaging a development this
is for fair and full competition

He was one of the first politicians to make .
public self-depreciation not merely a pose of hu-
mility but actually a method of helping educate
the public into the realities of politics. He was one
of the lirst to understand that political speeches
are not just occasions to stir up the troops but. in
fact, an opportunity to use quiet talk and good lan-
guage in the service of inquiry.

PHIL HART. talking with a small group of
people is a remarkable experience, for it reveals
s0 much about the' man..and the senator

Groping for just the right word. listening to
others with his hands pyramided and then gently -
working up a point with long fingers, hesitating.
making his case with car¢ and precision, saying
he doesn't know when he doesnt. Phil Hart is
one of the few politiciand with whom you can
have a conversation rather than listen to a mon-
olog. .

He decided not to run in his own way, with
care and honesty. and after considerable deliber-
ation. The decision’ is in character with his ca-
teer. Mhleamn!dlhlnimkdmlimo(
admiration and regret

Phil Hart bas served us all very. very well.
as a senator and as a man

From our readers —

The voters, also, decided to sit this elec- good job?
tion out. Will the Farmington area have the ben- e, the e ok t w
efit of their k ledge and participati Meadow Brook Hall . the board members wouldn ex- igan wis demonsirat y
= P Db reluctance to respond leadership of %
SCHOOL DISTRICT elections usually in community projects? Editoe: o :!-mc;:; " - Republican members of the legis-
produce small voter participation, al- - 1 was appalled to resd buth the ar- :i!“u:!;mmwm'&d‘: \sture h«m -lw%“ om
though achool board decisions probably af- The Farmington area has lost some of Socyse \ados Brock Fu i the 05 Barnum Ad-Hoc commytice chal- the legslatare
fect residents more than any other local the community feeling which was gener- server and Eccestric iamse of May 2. Jenged the very consideration to close  This bipartisan group of legislators
government. aled in the millage diive, Now that five L 0Nk umt bt do s g do, 5 conl Poct b7 pobe S0 0 RO vk amens
That trend appeared to have been re- per cent of registered voters have de- the hall, and (o the comsmunky. for school closings (o show why Barn- ments by summer recess
versed in Farmington in April. A record cided an election for them, it's up to  Iknew Mrs. Wilson well for 3 owen gt;:wemmmmm Senatr Daniel S::;-dm&::
number of voters cast ballots in a special those who didn’t vote 1o show they're still ooy % o vall e o e wasy In fact, the board's 19 criteria for (ral roles in the development and in-
election. . interested in the Farmington community.  arship (ude for Oskland Untversty school closings becarme 19 ressons for - troduction of this bill. Withou their de-
She frequently spoke of her love of retaining Barmum Junior High as a termination and commitment. Mich-
the hall and her fervent hape that R vital sousrce for education and comme-  igan would ot be on the verge of
would remein » livig, vieble estity ity stabilky enacting the best political reform law
Your ecology calendar M b et b e s T voen of ks s ar I be
o gy € e e very ests and questions of the commitiee congratulated for having the wiodorn
. mk.hl-'h_d and citizens, their respmse was “we 0 elect people with Lhe courage and
. money, and the cost of mabtaiing will answer your questions after all vision of Semator Cooper and Repre-
wagmm:“rmmm oFARMINGTON—A glass recycling Twelve Mile Rosd. adjecert to the :n.-m-“'u muholmhnhmm Muhﬁnwwmm
o save cans, cente: hn Saturda! school. Newspapers colected” . . peted Lansing.
for recycling may use these (acilities. am r«om".:c‘:r'w west eyr:d‘mh: ?Oﬂ.m,-! p.m. by mm:mm In my opinion, in spie of G stiked "‘hnh “-.-'v :ﬂm - Mu:‘ . “u: ‘:ﬁm "TE
To prepare glass. Farmington Hills city hall parking lot. Saturday of each month. wording of her will, she would fulty . o griifanfioigi ey I et e i
the containers, remove all metal caps  The city hall is at 11 Mile and Or- approve the present wee of the hall, statements which answer none of the cauge of political They wil
and rings from the glass and separate chard Lake. o+ GROVES ECOLOGY CLUB— 0 would sppreciste te sovel snd i J05tions addressed 1o the board by mwﬂ hmm:'h-
the glass by color. o SOUTHFIELDIn the oid city of- Bundied or bagged newspapers and covative and rasams wed by ¢ community. w3 Lo oter Regislawers 1o the
"To prepare cans, clean only. Paper fices, 20000 Berg Road st Ten and cardboard will be collected from 7 Deen and bis saff b0 thare board members have failed to presure of speclal intereit lobbyists
meed not be removed. e Nl Broes ool Tele a1 to :3 p.m. Frideyand0am to the hessty of Meadow Brosk Hall =2po0d 1o the needs oi the commu. seeking o Kill reform.
Newspapers should be ted In bun-  graph 2 p.m. Saturday the stcond week of with the community and stil puran. 1117 23 4 whole and more specifically We must show those public spirited
des wih heavy string or rope or s o LATHRUP VILLAGE—At the each month at the high school's front tee its perpetuity. be Gy o ringhe Thetr actione e ‘Mmg
cured in heavy paper bags. Public Services Bulldln‘: 19101 parking lot- : MRS. R. JAMISON WILLIAME dm""""" “NF“‘:';‘_ b n“‘m"","‘“"“‘_ we will fight for them.
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