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Auto club supports bus portion .
of governor’s transportation plan

Automobile Club of Michigan has en-
dorsed Governor Milliken's concept
thet improvements in Michigan’s pub-
lic transit must be planned. built and
financed on a

basis.
“We reject his recommendation
that motorists be si g to
rt public transportation in any
T way than they do loday,” Auto
Qub executive vice-president Richard
R. Dann sald. “'And we urge plamers
to carefully review population Lrends
and projections on which
is based

"To Governor Milliken's suggestion
thal motorist license plate fees in
Wayne, Oskland and Macomb coun-

a tax on the motorist is not
based.” Dann said.
“Auto Club instead a

eExpanded regional b service—
The existing level of bus service
throughout the threecounly area
should be expanded in scope and im-
proved in operation. The projected
program, which would provide & 5y3-
1em almost 500 miles in length, serv-
ing about 15,000 riders per day. should
be given top priority in the SEMTA
program because of its reistively low
cost and because It will become the
backbone of the regional transit sys-
tem. This is a basic level of service
which should be readity available to

all citizena at & reasonable (are.
oBus Rapid Transit—The use of
buses on reserved freeway or street
lanes or even on private rightol-way
can provide a rapid transk system
which Is [flexible enough to meet
changes

changing a
occur within "'E metro area and can

capacily during peak hours and it
may not be legally possible or politi-
cally feasible to usurp a freeway lane
for “transit.

So the feasiblity of providing contin-
uour service drives alang these three
freeways which could be reserved for
transit vehicles during the morning
and allernoon peak hours should be
studied.

rush
trucks at other times should also be
examined.
It s logica) to get all possible use
out of existing rail and (reeway

be prog to meet

demand throughout the day or other
time (rame.

The [first lest program. which is
planned for a reserved lane on the Jef-
fries Freeway, should be undertaken
a8 soon a8 possible and should be mon-
itored very carefully lo provide the
data needed for proper evaluation of
the system.

Auto Club notes that Ford. Lodge
and Southfield Freeways are the trav-
& desire corridors where rapid bus
tranait would most likely succeed. But
these freeways are alrcady naning at

eCommuter Rail Service—Auto
Qub believes a high priority should
be given to improvement of the Grand
Trunk Western commuter service

Freeway corridor is congested during
peak traffic hours.

A commuter service which
should be given reasonably high prior-
fty is the Detroit-to-Jackson service
paratleling Michigan Avenue and the
western section of the [-H Freceway

*Fixed Rail. Rapid Transit Lincs— &

There is serious doubt that the popy-
Iation density in Southeastern Mich
igan can support fixed rail rapid tran-
sit systems such as a sibway system

#CBD People Mover—The proposed
People Mover system for downtown
Detroit is appealing. However. it has
not been demonstrated yet that pre-
sent "peopie mover” technology can
incure trouble-free operation at a rea-
sonable cost. Operating difficulties
with some of the new systems in
other cities have raised questions
which require careful exploration.

A two-and-a-halfl mile people mover
under construction for three years in
West Virginia has yet o carry a pas-
senger. Its cests have soared from §13
million to $125 million
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broader-based tax. such as a special
fevy on sales. income or property.

“NO ONE segment of the popu-
Iation should be singled out to pay for
public teansit which should benefit

1.”" Dann said. “*Auto Club does not

lieve the automobile state, which
particularly now needs encouf-
fgement in- sale and use of cars,

d give impetus to the concept of
molorist being singled ot to sup-
port public transit.”

"+ Auto Club points out that Michigan

motorists are heavily taxed now. pay-
ing an average $200 a year in various
laxes for the privilege of owning an
auto. Of this. $83 is now diverted to
mass transit and Michigan's -general

fund.

Auto Club notes that after referen-
dums allowing voters to choose in
other states. a regional sales tax gen-
erates the basic support for mass tran-
st in Atlanta. Property taxes offset
z»n!lru deficits in Boston. A region-

sales tax. a fegional property tax
and toll bridge revenues finance San
Francisco’s Bay} Area Rapid Transit
System.

Auto Club’s detailed analysis of Gov-
emor Milliken's suggested program
follows: -~

Sexuality course
at Kingswood

BLOOMFIELD HILLS—A course ti-
Human Sexuality in Litersture
will be offered by Michigan State Uni-
versity June 23 through July 24 =t
School Cranbrook.

Dr. Michael Steinberg, MSU profes-
or In American and Lan-
. will teach the course. Under.
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conservation program offering
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information may be obtain-
the MSU Southeast Graduate
st Kingswood.

i

Golf benefit

‘The second annual non-celebrity
outing to benefit the Boy's Clubs of
Metropotitan Detroit will be heid June
13, at Grest Oaks Country Club in
Rochester.

Jule Famularo, of Famularo Insur-
ance agency in Troy s sponsoring the
outing. and Dick Turner Ford has pro-
vided a 1975 Granada as a hole-in-one
the 1&h hole. WXYZTV's
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Or data processing. Or meteorology. Or policework. ;
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Or any number of places in the U.S.A. And you could be in better
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shape physically and mentally, than you've ever been before. .

 Today’s Army has over 200 job-training courses for you to

choose from. And each one comes with a good salary, in-service

educational opportunities, as well as a chance to meet new people
and see more of the world.
For more information about opportunities in today’s Army,

“see your local Army representative.
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