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A ,traditionaliy,tiglil |
market is getting

some young hopefuls

entering the field
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Fantastic Gardens is right smack dab in the middie of the Orchard Malt,
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Small plant shops ’becolmingv a growth industry

4
By JUDITH BERNE

“Ten years ago the most anyone
had in the- house was an Alrican vio-
let. Nowadays you have to wade
through the plants to find a place to
. sit down.” & West Bloomficld house-
wile said.

In response to this turn toward
Mother Nature. scads of hopeful entre-

:.prencurs have opened up area plant
stores during the past year. t

No longer do indoor plant en-
thusiasts have to make the trip out to
Johnson's Gardens in rural West
Blooml(ield or journey in 1o Birming-
ham's The New Leal or l’rll &
Plants

Now these more established plant in-
stitutions must share the evergrow.
ing market with a plethors of new-
comers—most of which have opened

" within the .past year.

FROM NORTHWESTERN Highway
to Orchard Lake Road. plant stores—
mostly small oncs—are sproting up

in the nooks and crannies generally re-*

served for Milk Depots and teen-age
boutiques.

Proprictors of the new shops are
generally young and optimistic. For
some it is a first business and an op-

* portunity {o turn an avocation into a
money-making operalion.

Most arc aware of market research
which proclaims that the plant mar-
ket in the midwest will not peak until
the early 19608 and then only slowly
recede. .

All feel the tremendos competition
but believe that the high demand for
plants wm allow room for the most fit
to not just survive but flourish

KENNY MANN, owner of the Plan-
tery on Northwestern Highway in

* Southfieid. Is content with his small,

personal operation.

“I'm very young. I'm only 22 and |
don’t necd & lot of money to live on.”
he explained

| go owt and pick my own plants
and price them reasonably.” he
added.

Mpnn said he has been “into plams
since { was cight years old.” Time
spent in California. where the plant
store business lirst boorned, made
him believe it ‘could also be done in
the Detroil arca .

HIS DOWN:the-sirect competition,
The Plant Shop. is operated by a wile-
husband team. :n that order.

Larry. Rem followed his wile Judy
into the business when her part. time
plant business appeared more polen-
tially lucrative than his $40.000 per
year sales position

Mmmrumrhmulm in the plam

According to Rem, N wife started
throwing - plant parties and “1 got
nrtd nl plnnls all over our dining

H. lold hed to find 4 5pol to ware-
0ods-—one

house her g that she could
operate two or three a2 week.
Mrs. Rem opened up last October in

one small room with an inventory of
$500. as Rem tells it. Since then, they
have expanded sideways and above
m have tncru;ed their inventory to

Rem now the business manager,
said they will take over the other half
of their building by fall

it he has no intention of
ing the plant square footage

“Our growth from here will be in
other directions 5 items—a
kind -of miniature Pier 1 imports.” {

THE GARDEN of Eden. on Lahser
Road in Southfield. reports- similar
growth

Leonard- Cyrulnik and Richard
Roth. both 24, got into the plant busi-
ness just one year ago and have since

a location.

Just out of college. the two com-
bined their love of plarts— “We both
had houses {ull of themn™—and the in-
door gardening fad.

They. specialize in floor plants lm;n

said. He
visits to his clientele to see how cer- *

“their 3.000-square-foot s«nhﬂeld
Sore. l€aving the smatler
others.
- Cyrulnik believes that
Knowlege is as big

plant and another $20 1, they
don't want it to die.” stated. -
Both go ot and measure for tight

and mmmg 7':\1 for their custom-
ers. "

SO DOES Jack Durrwachter of The
Plant Hut. located on Orchard Lake
Road in West Bloomfield

1 make house calls,” Durrwacher
mahe

mnlmrredmmuulmn
their homes.”

BUT ALL of the new plant stores
have not fared as well
Greenworks. located in the Pine
Lake Mall across Orchard Lake Road
from The Plant Hut, opened and
closed in a3 matter of months
And. Beginnings., which debuted

only recently in the Franklin Shopping .

‘Q'I“" at 14 Mile and MeddiebeX. s
feeling the of getting estab
lisheg o

Owner Doug Lawrence is the first
to acknowledge he has to overcome a
poot. location where he cannot be seen
lrvm lhtm.l)or street. He & further

tain plants sold them are doing.

store,” Durrwachter

in & definite appeal to the well-heeled
customer. “*You dont go to J. L. Hud
son and bargain for a price.”. |
Durrwachter is one of few who ap-
prenticed at an area nursery
opening his own place.
lkhtlmlhuheﬁximd
the moment is a definite fad “But
there is also a definite area of sobd
tusiness in this field." he added
Like some others. he is expanding
his plant container business for-the
time when “‘people will decide they

S— -

!Vedon\nmnblrnhphﬂ‘
proudly awmerts
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Hills' 200
ing reslntlnns which do not allow
much outdoor display to attract atten-

msm&ou-m
Lawrence “Till lmhuo
1 still had people bringing me their
“I'll just have to grin and bear
#t."he continued. ] st didnt want
1o add rnyself to Northwestern High-
way.” .

LAWRENCE IS excited by the
chance to turn a five-year hobby into
a business. He gave up a position with
Chrysler to do it

He is hoping that- an emphasis on

tropical foliage combined with a
graphics artist in residence will give
him the leverage he needs to make it
Also. the deliberately non-plant neem.
beginnings. aliows the flexidbility to go
in other directions

*‘My sister is in the Army. [ run the
plant store.” Lawrence laughed. "It's
really kind of a trip.”

HOW THE newer. smaller oper-
stions ‘have affected the established
plant institutions was considered by

Ted Johnson. r and owner of *
gunﬂaﬁy of indoor greenery.
Johnton Ga

Thym almklhnrnmmv
side."”  acknowls Johnson. who
said the seeds of his operation were
planted back in 19530

Beginning as an outdoor operation.
he converted to house plants in the
early 1M0s and today hosts 15,000
square feet of greenhouse space with
5000 more to come.

Johnson says newer stores have not
cut into his business because the de-
mand for indoor plants has increased
0 dramatically.

~This is a free country.” Johnson
declared. "Too many people say the
nttle ‘guy doesn’t have a chance.

“1f they have the brains and guts to
survive. why, | say mofc power to
them . )

New, old faces...
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