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By CHRISTINE WALDEN

“ Afer all that raz-ma-tazz on how to
fook great for summer; of big dresses
matched with straw hats, skirts team:

Reali;iés fall short of forecasts

Tongue in chic

ed with clingy tops; sun dresses,
apronied or otherwise, esp
straw bags; scarves and what-all-else,

R seems that what's been forecast
and available isn't what's being womn.

Rather, on any gven day and on
Oakiand Courty street from Bir-

m to Somersct Mall. women

are still putting an polyester by the
boaticad and sandals that not only
look uncomfortable but are clunky:
carrying Uny little purses that cant
hold much and in general wearing
clothes that are distressingly dull.

Snobbish?

Perhaps, but in a season when fash-
fon and the clothes that go with it are
good looking and easy (what could be
easier than slipping Inlo a dress”),
few women have opted for a new way
to look.

It could be the weather. Keeping
coo! is the primary aspect of summer
dressing. However, keeping cool does
not necessitate looking tacky and
wearing shorts that are too tight or
tops that reveal undergarments. Re-
cently, onc woman stood out among
the throng of women in sleeveless knit
tops and pants when she doaned a
cspsleeved. bare-back sundress. So
did snother woman in her cotton
short-sleeve (- shirt and duck pants

How you dress also depends on
what you've gol planned for a particu-
lar day. After all, who needs 1o look
her best for a day of car-pooling kids.

some women looked like they dressed
in the dark and completely forgot that
atop their heads was hair,

Finally, it could be that women
don't like most clothes available,
which is all right. Today women are
sophisticated, intelligent and edu-
cated. Clothing can reflect that and
wearing any of the cute. pretty or
sweet ilems to a women's lib meeting
somchow scems out of sinc. Still, neat-
ly tailored pantsuits, shirtwaist
dresses or skirts and tops fit just
about anyone's lifestyle and look fash-
lonable as well

IT IS ALL, speculation, of course
There's really no definitive way of tell-
Ing why one woman looks and an-
other bad, exceps in a technical sense.
a8 with proportions and color com-
binations. Even if that were possible
the revlations certainly wouldn't be
important enough to change the state
ol .world affairs, '

What fashion simply boils down to
is pleasing yourself and having fun

One woman seen in downtown Bir-
mingham didn't look terrific bt ob-
viously had a good lime getting

grocery shopping and gardening. But - dressed. Her waist.lied shirt, washer-

woman scarf and blue jeans were the
order of her day. and she evidently let
her imagination work for her.

Other women did look chic and fash-
onable, One woman matched a ka-
haki bisscut skirt with a print top.
added a pair of espadrilles and a
good-siaed straw bag.

Another woman also wore khaki.
her skirt wrapped, worn with a brown
tank top and a bit of jewelry.

Severs! women held their own in
pantsuits. One in black with good but-
tons, black espadrilles, canvas bag
and simple shirt. Another's was bell-
od in light blue cotton. She accesso-
tized it with navy blue espadrilles. a
head-wrapped scarf, oversim sung
lasses and a canvas bag

The dress category looked good t0o,
bat only one big dress was seen. wom
by a younger woman who freshened
its look by putting it over pants.

Other dresses were of the body hug-
ging variety. One woman wore a jer-
sey shirtdress, added simple gold jew-
elry, a canvas bag and casy, hon-

: clunky sandats. Another kept her en-

sembie simple with a jer-
z(»ﬁt&ﬁd;ﬁ&—uﬂuﬂ-
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were still the most fa-
bt only a few people

make thern Jook bet-
. One woman paired
infry top & sliverthin sil-
alar'e,
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bags were (W. have
become an importamt fashion acces-
sory. Jewelry is ing

about looking grea!
ive to be forgotten or at
until fal), when it will be
time
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of distinctive design from the

“Golden Age” of English cabinet-making. Each repro-
duction is an excellent example of its type . .. elegant,
timeless, superb! Secretary, shown, is & careful repro-
duction of a fine English breakfron
bordered by satinwood crossbanding.

Breakfront Secretary . . . Sale $2620

rich mahogany

open Mon., Thurs. & Fri.

Looking goog is easy in a simple shirtdress accessorized with
minimal jewelry and canvas bag

A cherished name in furniture g - 1 ,
now at Wiggs . . . N |

The pantsuit looks good with a wragped head. espadrilles and
sunglasses. (Sta!f photos by Douglas Bauman)

July 331—Personal appearance by
Adoifo with his fall collection at Saks
n_m. Avenme. Somerset Mall, Troy

Aug. 12—Informal modeling of fall
clothes at Saks Fifth ‘Avenue. Somer.
set Mall, Troy

July 23-24—Informal modeling of
the Oucar de la Renta collection at
‘h's‘vhy Fifth Avenue. Somerset Mall.

Aung. $1—Informal modeling of the
Pierre D'Alby collection at Clatre

July 25—Informal modeling of the
Peafone. Somerset Mall. Troy

Crissa collection at Saks Fith Ave-
e, Somerset Mall. Troy.

Jaly t3-8-Inform@ modeling of
the Don Ayres for Gamut collection at For consideration of listings write:
Fashion calendar, Observer & Fccen-
tric, 1223 Bewers, Birmingham. (812
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® 6447370
Lreoln Shopping Center 968-1022
26010 Greenfiekd Open Doty 10 t0 5
(9 Greenfield ot 10 Mie Rood Fadoy 10 to 7




