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In recent months. Oakland County Prosecutor
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folk hero around these parts
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criticized for being unaggressive in pursuing the
duties of his office. In particular. he was attacked
for laxity in enforcement of anti-gambling laws.
for excessive plea bargaining m drug cases. and
for reludtance tc prosecute vigorously in bad-
check passing cases. Whether such charges were
entirely true or not. they obviously were on the
minds of the voters when they elected Patterson
in 1972

latge is damaged by obscene materials being
<wown or sold.

The Juestion is why Patterson has chosen to ig-
nore established legal procedures which are al-
rendy in place. for determining whether a film is

- otiscene ‘and for preventing its exhibition if it is

DBVIOUSLY. the majority of voters are against
obncenity and will look kindly at any prosecutor
of

mes Three local and the governor turned out Since coming to office, Patterson has gained rec- trying to stop it. Equally obviously. neighbors
1'4?&3.'1" %’eynz :u'wmd l;lingu:‘: ‘:’:m proclamations for the occasion. But we didnt ognition by his aggressiveness in pursuing aress the theater in hon do not like their neighbor-
with hustling for| funds. s see any flags raised here or any big dt d by Plunkett. as well as dem- hood being for pornographic exhibitions, and

Further, members don't take summer m
tions. Voters' guides are published and available
matter what month an election
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onstrating a real ki for finding politically at-
-tractive istues. His views on welfare chesting are
widely shared by others in public office. for ex-
ample. but he has been more successful than
mast in dramatizing them in the news media

BUT NOW the time has come to ask if Patter-
son’s frantic antics in the case of the X-rated film
in Ferndale suggest that his aggressiveness in en-
forcing the law has been overwhelmed by his pas-

will look kindly on anybody trying to prevent it

So the political benefits are evident for an am-
bitious and aggressive politician like Patterson

But are the political benefts on balance out-
weighed by an blatant atternpt to exploit the issue
by plain and simple harassment of the theater
owner. with clear disregard for due process of
law? 1 think not
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