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11 and when a team of planaing con-
sultants checks with business people
intimately involved with a {acelift for
the nartheast corner of Farmungion
and Grand River. they will smack
headlong into a problem—parking

Farmington council members enthu-
siastically endorsed such a study by
Howard Green and Associales. agree-
ing 10 the $8.350 cost from a federal
community development grant While
the study ‘will focus on the northeast
corner. other downtown areas will re-
ceive consideration as well

City officials ‘say they have been
considering doing something about the
downtown's problems for about - nine
months,

Andrew Konjarevich, owner of the
building at the corner which houses
his shoe repair business. a besuty par.
lor and barbershop. says such talk
has been going on for years

Robert Marshick. who has owned
the Korner Barber Shop in building
space he leaes {rom Konjarevich for
the past 13 years agrees an updating
of the downtown area has been a con-
versation topic among olficisls for a
decade.

“They've always talked abowt doing
<omething with this side of the
strect.” Marshick said

Disgruntled

want more downtown parking

LABELING PARKING as the by
problem. he said. ““Where do you put
the parking” That's the only problem.
The no-parking on Grand River from
38pm has helped the flow of traific.
but that's our busiest lime and for the
downtown area. parking s really im-
portant

That's the terrific advantage which
the shopping centers have over us.
While our regular cuslomers stilt
come (o us. new customers wll try
meplloe clse that's~more comven-
ient first.”

Marshick says he would be willing
to pay more rent if the building was
redone and there was more and better
parking

About’ the possible improvemnents he
said. ] think it sounds terrific

Building owner Konjarevich was
more skeptical I think the city has
wailed 100 long. All the big retail
stores are now on the outskirts of the
city. J.L. Hudson will soon be not too
many miles away. ™

Speaking about the proposed rejuve-
nation he said. ‘1t should have been
done 10 to 15 years ago when many of
those Oakland Strect houses came
for sale. The city should have had the
foresight Lhen 1o buy them like the
city of Northvilie did ™

He continued. 'l grant you. this
side of town should be rejuvenated.

Old Village Inn proprister John Cowley says
more parking spaces are the key to improving

his business.

but 1t would cost $250.000 to put up a
new building Who will be able to af-
ford the rent with no parking® This is
the reason there has never been any-
thing on this corner. Parking has
always been a problem™

He thought for a moment about the
prospect of a new buldng “I'm
busy. The beauty shop ix doing well
The barber shop ts the largest in
town If there was a new building
here. you wouldn't find a shoe repasir,
a beauty shop and a barbershop in

i .

Parking 1s the bugaboo in the busi-
ness life & OId Village Inn proprietor.
John Cowley. His patrons generally
look for parking space along the alley
that runs behind the northeast corner

herelndl(lhenuemm
spaces. they go right on Look at that
car of four. they can't find a place to
park so they re going someplace else.

“I've been here four years Al the
beginning we had ample parking, The
Secretary of State and the real estate
office have taken up quite a bit since
they moved .in "

He looked across the alley at the
Heeny-Sundquist Funeral Home park-
ing lot

“For & while the {uncral parlor let
s use their parking lot at night. bat
the kids dumped so many bottles and
cans there, lm closed . And | dont
biame them ™

HE QUESTIONED WHETHER he
would consider either closing or mov-
ing his business. if things get worse

“Liquor licenses come high i this
town. but what good is a hicense il no-
body can perk®”

Alter having tried to make the front
of his building more attractive, he
gave up

=1 kept putting in shrubs. but the
kids going to the movie pulled them
an
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His shoe repair business would probably go

-
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While Cowley stood there bermnan-
ing the parking situation. Walter Sun-
dquit of the funeral home, came over

to iserate

"Theg::ly fathers have been sitting
on their haunches 100 long.”" he sad.
“We delinitely do need parkmg and
it's a |matter of condermming those
houses.”” he added matiorsng toward
Oakland St.

Saying that for a while he had
opened his parking lat evenngs to
neighboring businesses. he com-
mented. “But. 1 quit because the kids
left it in such 2 mess”™

He described how people took advan-

for (uneral parking
coupte used his lot as a lover's lane in
daylight and refused 1o move when
asked although there were mourners
waiting for the space.

The results and recommendations of
the study are due to be presented 1o
the council' about the muddie of No-
vember

The study group wil find them
selves caught between two factions
and two Sets of attitudes ¥ they con
sider moving Oakland St homes to
make way for the needed parking
Oakland is a tree-lined street of pleas
ant typicaily Farmingion homes Sev-
eral are probably cligible for member-
ship in the proposed historic distrct
One already has an historic plaque on
the front. Another with Mansard char-
acteristics was moved to the Oukland
site from Grand River.

The building where the
ts located is one of the oldest in the
city. Preservationists may object
vehemently to changes which would
further erode the historical sigifi-
cance of the downtown area The pro-
gressives counter lhat without
change the downtown will not survive
or ever gain even a portion of the buss
ness (hat has been lost 1o the shop
ping centers with their hundreds of
parking spaces ready and waiting
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ington and Grand River. (Statff photos by Harry
if a brand new building replaced the one An- Mauthe)
drew Konjarevich owns on the comner of Farm-
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Korner Barbershop owner Robert Marshick favors building
Improvements if they include more parking

Walter Sundquist thinks the Oaskiand St.
homes ought to be razed for more parking.



