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America’s heritage warms a home

Translating 18th century Amen-
can furnishings into a contempo-
rary lilestyle 135 no easy task. The
work, albet difficult, is rewarding
as one Birmingham tamily dis-
covered.

Collecting antiques has been
more than a hobby for this family
who appreciate the warmth and
grace that antiques lend to a home
setting

Their present home 1s hilled with
many years' accumulathion of ev-
erything from furniture to pottery,
paintings and rugs

All of the furnishing arrange-
- ments, as well as the backgrounds
and window treatments follow the
18th century style and wete de-
sigoned by the hirst lady of the
household

Many of the stereotypes of
Amernican traditional interior de-
sign have been mdestepped in
deference to newer looks which
tend to be more practical for this
{am:ly

From the tloors up, most of the
renovation work was done by the
owners The oak f{loors were
stnpped of theit onginal hnish
and were restained to a darker
shade Then each third board was
grooved to give a planked effect

More details in the dining room
give it a finished, authentic look
The walls are rough plastered
ibove the chair rail and the dado
was painted with an interesting
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