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Politicians mystified

What can be done about voters who won't vote?

That's the question in the minds of Farmington
Hills politicos as they reflect on the dismal tum-
out during last week's election.

After all votes were tallied, it was found that
only 13 per cent of the 26,000 registered voters
pulled the lever down. In other words, a minority
of voters determined who would run the city's
business for the next four years.

City Clerk Floyd Cairns says the percentage vot-
ing would even be lowered if voting laws were dif-
ferent and voting registration records could be
purged differently. Actually, he says, only about
10 per cent of the voters cast a ballot

WHICHEVER WAY it's counted, the voting turn-
out was deplorable.

At this week's council meeting an informal dis-
cussion developed between council members, city
administrators and a few audicnce members on a
possible solution

As in most discussions of this ty;
tions were raised than answered.

Why do voters stay away? What can be done to
attract them to the polls? Should voting ordi-
nances be changed so voters can more easily find
the polling booths? Should there be more publicity
during clection time? :

In an altempt to answer these questions, the
council is_contemplating formation of an ad hoc
committce composed of city leaders and resi-
dents

Fven Councilmember Joan Dudley. who abhors
ad hoc cammittees, is going along on this one

This attliot committee will need a special bless-
ing from on high to conquer this problem. As
Councilman Keith Deacon says. the biggest prob-
lem is apathy

I don't know what more we can do. Anybedy
who had his eyes open couldn't miss the fact that
there was an clection,” he says. “Between the
city-wide distribution in mailboxes. the city news.
letter and newspaper coverage. [ just don't sec
how voters ocouldnt have known something was
going on."

The whole matter came up when Coun-
cilmember-elect  Joanne Smith requested that
signs be but up on roads leading to polling booths.
She claims many voters didn't know where they
should vote

Cairns isnt very enthused about that idea,
saying it would be prohibited because some roads
are ~owned by the county.

Besides, he says. polling places are listed on
voters registration cards

“Many people just don't take the time out to
read their own voting card.” he said.

Whatever the reason voters arent turning out. 1
find it amazing in a community such as Farm-
ington Hills. For one thing, persons in the Hills

. MOTe ques-

The notion that we had come full circle agri-
culturally first dawned on me one June Saturday
as o farmer—a relative of a relative by mar.
rage—and | drove the back roads of Berrien and
Cass counties to a bluegill lake.

‘e used to grow 50 acres of strawberries.
but he don't no mere .. he used to be a big pro-
ducer. but he don’t no more.” said the farmer.
gesturtng with his thumb at his old {riends’
plances,

' Come to think of it, my own companion
wiasn'tUworking his farm except for the vegetable
parden lle'd inherited the farm. so it was pad
for. his fishing rod. shotgun and deer rifle were
paid for. he'd found a chew was cheaper than a
©l tte How come these farmers had quit”

‘Can‘t afford to farm.” he answered “Costs
too high. Damn government. Minimum wage for
the fruit pickers. all the housing and benefits you
gotta give ‘em, you €ant sell your fruit for
enough o make any meney. So we're wailin® for
the subdividers ** Many scemed able to afford the
wait.

THE FRUIT PICKERS who were now unem-
ployed hadn't been with Michigan agriculture for-
ever. Time was when most cily workers had a rel-
ative—parents. brothers. uncles—back on the
farm

Summer vacation was a trip to the farm. Kids
rode farm horses instead of going to the riding
stable. Kids solashed in the decp holes that
formed in the bends of rivers instead of going to a
eivac poal or park beach: and kids picked fruit

Times changed Families dispersed. Child
labor laws came on the scene. so the farmer
couldn’t even hire kids lo do what his nicces and
nephews used 10 do. Migrant labor came from
Texas and Alabama. Then came more laws

The laws contributed greatly, not to the mi-
grants” wellare but to pricing their labor right out
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pride themselves in being cducated middle class
Americans. Some example they set for future gen-
ecrations when they stay away from the polls!

SECONDLY, elections in Fammington Hills are
conducted like big secrets

In an attempt to keep the community tidy, an
ordinance has been adopted prohibiting the use of
campaign posters. That's dumb.

Granted. campaign signs wouldn't increase the
percentage of voter turmout that much. But a
change in that ordinance certainly would show a
healthy change of attitude among residents.

Elections never were meant to be a secret
Bally-hoo is part of the game.

Farmington Hills residents should have cnough
confidence in themselves to realize they live in
the type of community where political signs. for
the most part. will be cleared up after an elee-
tion

During township days. election posters were al-
lowed and the community didn't disintegrate.

Put the Detroit ‘paranoia has set in. Too often
the cry is heard. “look what happens in Detroit
when campaign signs are allowed to be posted.”™

Nonsense. Farmington Hills isn't Detroit. Ordi-
nances could be adopted to police campaign sign
posting. Since Farmington Hills still is a relative-
ly close-knit community, peer pressure alone
would force campaigners to rip down signs

Residents need to see that elections are impor-
tant in their community. Hiding the fact that an
election is taking place doesn't help the situation

The tragic part of the entire matter is that as it
now stands, city leaders are being eclected by
small special interest groups who are willing to
work -

A truce reflection of how the community feels
isn't shown -

Maybe the. ad hoc committee won't be able to
do much., but let's give them a chance.

Mecanwhile. Mr. and Mrs. Voter, perk up and
take interest It's your community’s future that is
at stake
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of the market. Another way of looking at it is to
say the taws lowered the price of automation
Cukes and green beans are mechanically picked
today The farmers who were into strawberries.
however, just went bluegall fishing

Other farmers came up with a gimmick They
put up signs saving “Pick Your Own.” When news-
paper and televiston reporters came by, they said
picking your own vegetables and frut meant you
could cut vour grocery bills by half, get abso-
futely fresh produce and have famuly fun in the
fresh air e

We had come [ull circle—almost

~

MEANWHILE., BACK in the cities. the
unemployment and welfare rolls are multiplying
The fruit prickers had been tured to Michigan by
jobs and wages and were being kept here by good
welfare payments .

Had we actually hurt the frut pickers more
than we had helped them with minimum wage
laws, housing laws, compensation benefits? How
could that possibly be” 1t says right here in my
old economies text that the chief purpose of min-
imum wage legislation s “the abolition of pover-
ty

Tt just can’t be that that liberal senator from
Dearborn who masqueraded as a pickle picker
was wrong’ It can't be that the saciologists and
humanitarians concerned with the silent. dis-
advantaged minorty were wrong! There must be
a fascist or chamber of commerce plot some-
where'"

Meanwhile, the signs are popping up- “Pick
Your Own ™ And the suburban station wagons pull
up

READERS FORUN

No harmless prank

Edhitor

Your nrticle of Thursday, Oct 30,
“Treats. but no tricks.” although well
ntended and informative for some,
was upsetting lo me. With this commu-
mly experiencing a 63 per cent -
crease in vandalism, 1 feel you should
have ecxcluded paragraphs four
through nine from your artick

Such harmlcss pranks as seaping
windows. ringing door bells, mails on
strings tapping windows. logs placed
between tnner and outer doors. writ
ing on lawns with flour, and alt the
other so-called harmless pranks done
with the idea of having fun dont tum
out to be very funny if you happonx
be an invalid, a frightened woman |

ing alone, or a scnor cdizen And
don’t kid yoursell. all too often these
are the people that are on the recen
ing end of such fun. the ones tess able
o cape and most casily upsel or
Irightencd.

I WONDER HOW your readers
would respond to stomping on dog
droppings  There is nothng at ail
funny about this prank ¢ the dog drop-
pings happen to end up all over
“your” feet or worse vet, uf the
flames ignited your clothing and
serious 1njury resulted.

Reference to the popular trick of
pretending to pull a rope across the
roadway. the onty danger you sec is if
the good litthe kids happen to stand 1n
the roadway Talk to a few who have
had this sudden and totally unexpect
od prank “pulled” on them The re-

sults are too often hrakes being lock-
o and the vehicle going out of control
dae to the sudden surfinse and shock
Fortunately, most people wha have ex-
perienced this prank escaped injury
and damage to their vehick

Therclas no such thing as a harm-
less prapk. somcone s always umnec-
essprily inconvemenced. frightened or
otchrwise harmed.

Faery responsible parent should
keep their children in the house on the
evening of Oct 30, for what starts out
to be fun too aften accelerates to ever
increasng thaughtless muschief and
property damage. and cnds up in trag:
edy for all concerned—pranksters as
well as vichims

DANIEL A. BYRNES

Chief of Police
Farmiagton
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Feceniriites

by HENRY M. HOG AN JR. -~

Two hundred years ago, 5 men signed a docu-
mer‘)’t which they called the Declaration of Inde-

lence.
They gave us a free America. but they paid a
price.

*Five of these signers were captured by the
.gi:éish as traitors and were tortured before they

#Two lost their sons in the Revolutionary War
eAncther two had sons cantured

eNine of the 5 fought in and died from wounds
of the hardships of the Revolutionary War

eCarter Braxton of Virginia, a wealthy planter
and trader, saw his ships swept from the scas by
the British Navy. He sold his home and properties
to pay his detts. He died in rags

*Thomas McKean was so hounded by the Brit-
ish that he was forced to move his family almost
constantly. He served in the Congress without
pay. and his family was kept in hiding. His posses-
sions were taken from him. and poverty was his
reward

sVandals, soldiers, or both. looted the proper-
ties of Ellery, Clymer. Hall. Walton. Gwinnett.
Heyward. Rutledge and Middleton

®At the battle of Yorktown. Thomas Nelson saw
his home destroyed in the fighting. He died bank-
Tupt.

eJohn Hart was driven from his wife’s bedside
as she was dying. Their 13 children fled for their
lives. His ficlds and gristmill were laid waste
For more than a year he lived in forests and
caves, returning after the war to find his wife
dead. his children gone. A few weeks later. he
died from exhaustion and a broken heart

*Morris and Livingston suffered similar fates
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The newspapers call it the women's movement
The critics seek to diminish it by the excessively
cute ‘women’s lib."" The advocates call it a drive
for simple equality.

Regardless of the name. the congeries of 1deas
and action represented by the movement of
worpen into the mainstream of social equality and
political participation cergginly constitute one of
the most profoundly revoRitionary developments
of our times.

And it's a real development. not idle chatter
For the biggest news story coming out of last
week's local elections was not who won and who
lost, but rather the remarkably successful- per-
formance of suburban women running for election
into the formerly male preserve of local govern
ment.

OUT OF 12 women who ran for election in these
suburbs, only two lost. And there are now three
communities in this area who have more than the
single token woman on the city council

In Plymouth. history was made when Mary
Childs moved up from a seat on the planning com-
mission to join Beverly McAninch as members of
the city commission. Mrs. McAninch also ran as
the incumbent mayor.

t
* Orchard Lake also boasts {wo women on the
city council. as Frances Y. Gadd was re-elected
and was the top vote getter. A strong prospect lo
become the community's next mayor, Mrs. Gadd
will have as a colleague on council Katherine M.
Baker.

Westland also will have two women on city coun-
cil, as the virtually unbeatable Justine Barns led
the vote-getters, only to be followed as number
two by Gail McKnight. Mrs. Barns does not (eel
two women sitting on council will in itsell make
anything different. *I look on the council as seven
members. not five men and two women. I will not
vote as part of any team. If I agree with the rest
of the council, then fine. But if 1 disagree, it will
be on the basis of issues and not what the rest of
the council is doing.” says Mrs. Barns

ONE OF THE few women defeated in her elec-
tion bid was Mary Markowicz, who was the loser
/_’\
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What price liberty? l

]

THESE WERE no wildcyed rabble-rousing ruf-
fians. They were sofj-spoken men of means and
education. They had security, but they valued lib-
erty more

Was all this in vamn?

Have we, in 200 years. allowed this land to regr-

" ess into somcthing as bad as that which these

men cndurcd hardship to correct”

Our government now takes 44 per cent of the na-
tional income of all Americans. This includes fed-
eral, state and local government

This means that June 4. 1975, was a memo-
rable day. On that day. Americans began working
for themselves. Prior to that time. they had been
working for their government'

A COMMON definition of a slave 1s a person
who does not receive the products of his own ef-
forts and has Dttle to say about how those prod-
ucts are to be used

Forty-four per cent of what Amcericans produce
is no longer received by them to be used as they
individually sce fit. It is taken from them by their
government. Some of it is turned back in certain
services which they may not want or need. often
at high costs, and much is wasted or given to
others here ~and abroad

The bicertennial year should be a year of reflec-
tion

Have our people given up their freedom and lib
erty to burcaucracy”

Qur Constitution lcaves in the hands of the
people the decision as to the course of our ship of
state. If their voices aren't heard. the country 1s
rudderless

i Garden City's race for mayor by only 91 votes
Geraldine Kiessel. previously a member of the
commission which wrote the city’s new charter,
was elected to city council. finishing as the num-
ber two vote getler

In Rochester. Frances A Weaver won a four-
year seat on the city council by one vote. She was
the only successful council candidate who opposed
a local amendment to allow alcoho! to be served
at the community house. and she has been a
spectator at most council meetings for the past
several years

In a real upsct. Lalhan Jaffee pushed her way
to membership on the Southfield city council
How did she lead all candidates™ I worked hard.
1 door—knocked. | went to coffees 1 studied and |
Icarned the issues. 1 hope to be able to work with
all the people in Southficld as | promised. This
was defunitely a people's election.™

In Farmington Hills. Joanne Smith found her
past political disappointment rectified Two years
ago she ran for the city council. but lost. then
when Margaret Shacffer resigned her council seat
%btoomc district judge. the expectation of ap-

intment was not fullilled This year. however,
Mrs. Smith led the ticket .

THE WOMEN who won clection this year did
not campaign as “women's libbers ** They ran as
people, campaigning hard. learning the issues. or-
ganizing their campaign workers. turning out the
voles. So do men

They differ politically. ranging from left to
right to center on the political spectrum. So do
men.

They ran because they were concerned about
their community and wanted to do somcthing
about it. So do men :

In short. these successful women entered the po-
litical process on their own merits and won on
their own efforts. They are living evidence that

women's movement has become much more
than cocktail party talk, and in their victories
they constitute the cutting edge of a long-awaited
am{v much-needed movement toward equality in
our country.

Congratulations N

@
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