Fun, adventure in Rudyard Kipling tale

By CAROL HASKIN

Christmas is the season of good
will, Santa and movie extravagan-
2as, and a new crop of the latter

was relcased at neighborhood
theaters last week.

Christmas relcases are usuall
big, lavish and long-await:
They've been getting advance pub-
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ficity since late summer so that by
the time they finally make it to the
screen on Christmas day, ex
tions are running pretty h
1t follows that Christ re:
leases tend to get lukewarm re-
views for not being quite as awe-
some as they had promised.

*‘THE MAN WHO WOULD
BE RING," for example, is being
billed as “Rudyard Kipling’s epic
of splendor, spectacle and high
adventure.” Expectations of that
magnitude can prove a real handi-
cap 1o a generally entertaining
film such as this one.

“The Man Who Would Be King”
teams Michael Caine and Sean
Connery in a sort of “Butch Cas-
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uerors — Kipling's allegory for
%e fate of the British colonial ef-

RUSTON SETS the tone for
the bizarre story in the opening
moments of the fitm when the au-
dience is led through a market-
place whose merchants are the
snake charmers, scorpion taunters

and other showmen of Eastern |

m\’!nﬂ!m
Hrrr the film is lmpgﬂsne Th('

sidy and the Sund Kid Find
Lost Horizons™ with "Gunsu Din"
overtones.

Director John Huston 1dapled
the film from a Rudyard Kipling
tale about two scapegrace British
ex-soldiers who décide to make
their fortunes by conguering the
remote country of Kafiristan, un-
touched by lization since it was
last visited by a white man — Al-
exander the Great in 325 B.C.

Threugh an odd combination of
events, the Kafiristanis come to re-
gard Connery as a god — the son of
Alexander — which brings him a
trove of gold nnrljeu els left behind
by his “father” 2200 years earlier.
But the sacreligious pretense even-
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i-delirium of the

\ellm\ Indian heat is transferred
to the whirling showmen and to
the staggering. sinister figure of
Caine, who has come to relate his
story to an astounded and some-
what frightened Kipling (Christo-
pher Plummer).

Unfortunately, the eerie intro-
duction degenerates into a some-
what dull midsection uncomf{orta-
hly akin to grade B adventure

“thrillers™, in which Caine and
Connery brazen their way over
mmmul\ insurmountable natural
obstacles a bit too hlithely to be
believed X

After exploring the subject of
man’s brutality in a series of na-
tive -Inuxhtcrmk& aml a few polo
wames in which heads are substi-
tuted for the hall, Huston manages
to rescue the film with a powerful
(albeit expected) ending reminis-
cent o

Connery and Caine carry the

main portion of the {ilm with a
mixture of humor, sentiment and
backs-against-the-wall camarad-.
erie in the Newman-Redford mold.
As a scheming duo, they are as
likeable a couple of ne'er-do-wells
as one is likely to meet in Imperial
India. For Caine the role is a famil- |
iar one, but Connery. out of Bon-

age, is surprisingly good as the
dullish Danny Dravot who grows
into his kingly role.

In bookend appearances, Plum-
mer anchors Caine’s incredible
story to the authenticity repre-
sented by Kipling, complete with
pith helmet and full moustache.

“The Man Who Would Be King"
is certainly no epic, nor is it partic-
ularly splendid or spectacular. Itis
an ahsorhing and entertaining re-
telling of an excellent story that,
offered without pretensions, is
well worth an evening.
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Film earns

CINE award

Will A Lawson, a Birmingham
resident and assistant manager of
the Radio-Television Department
at Greenfield Village, accepted a
CINE Golden Eagle Award for the
village during the recent Annual
Award Banquet of the Councilon
International Non-Theatrical [

Fuepts in Washington, D.C. ) e Wed Sat Sun

The award was for the film, i

Woodward st Squere Leke
38711

“Greenfield Village Remembers a - Lz Mineis Gene Hackman
Country Fair,” for which Lawson 1 Reynoids
was producerdirector-editor. Pre. “LIGRY LABY

senting the award was James G.
“ Matinees daity thry Surt_Jan 4
L

Pamon, president of CINE.
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